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REID PARK ZOO ELEPHANT HAS DENTAL PROCEDURE
“Sundzu,” a 2-year old male elephant calf at the Reid Park Zoo, underwent a dental procedure Wednesday,
March 6. He cracked a tusk while wrestling with his 5-year old brother “Punga” several weeks ago. “It is
common for elephants, including youngsters, to chip or break tusks while playing or digging,” says Elephant
Supervisor Sue Tygielski. Although Sundzu was not in pain, the tusk was repaired to help prevent further
damage.
A team from San Diego Zoo Global and the Colyer Institute came to Tucson for the exam and dental procedure
on the broken tusk. “The San Diego Zoo Global team has a large herd of elephants and they have done several of
these procedures on young elephants,” said Tygielski. “Our collective team of experts worked flawlessly
together, and the procedure went as well as could be expected.”
San Diego Zoo Global has made video of the procedure available to media at:
https://sandiegozoo.box.com/s/palemaz7tv9rh92m9hq5
The San Diego Zoo Global Wildlife Conservancy is dedicated to bringing endangered species back from the
brink of extinction. The Conservancy makes possible the wildlife conservation efforts (representing both plants
and animals) of the San Diego Zoo, San Diego Zoo Safari Park, San Diego Zoo Institute for Conservation
Research, and international field programs in more than 35 countries. The important conservation and science
work of these entities is supported in part by The Foundation of the Zoological Society of San Diego.
Reid Park Zoo is a world class facility that welcomes over 600,000 visitors per year. Accredited by the
Association of Zoos and Aquariums, the Zoo provides whole-life care for hundreds of exotic animals,
representing a variety of habitats around the world. Reid Park Zoo encourages commitment to the conservation of
biological diversity while providing educational and fun experiences for visitors of all ages.
The Zoo is open 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. daily. For directions and visitor information, visit www.tucsonzoo.org.
DOWNLOAD VIDEO AT: https://sandiegozoo.box.com/s/palemaz7tv9rh92m9hq5 . B-roll includes:
• Video of veterinarians preparing for and performing the dental procedure on the young elephant
• Video of elephant and mom after the procedure
• Soundbite from Jim Oosterhuis, DVM, San Diego Zoo Safari Park
• Soundbite from Sue Tygielski, Elephant Supervisor at Reid Park Zoo
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