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JOIN US FOR ANNUAL HERITAGE & CULTURE EVENTS IN WARD 1
Tucson embodies the beauty and authenticity of the real Southwest. Surrounded by majestic saguaros and dramatic mountain peaks, Tucson delivers the perfect setting for a rich tapestry of people, culture and cuisines intimately situated against a backdrop of spectacular views. Ward 1 City Councilor Regina Romero is the first Latina ever elected to Tucson City Council and promotes and celebrates many annual cultural events to highlight Tucson’s fast-growing heritage tourism industry that provides entertainment and jobs to locals and visitors.  
37th Annual Tucson Meet Yourself – October 8-10, 2010
The Tucson Meet Yourself Folk Life Festival is the opportunity to bring alive the cultural, artistic and creative spirit of our community traditions. It’s sponsored by the a non-profit organization that builds bridges of understanding between diverse cultures. Hundreds of performers and food vendors. A new Ranching Exhibition, lots of folk arts demonstrators, low-riders and wonderful ethnic club exhibits. Visit www.tucsonmeetyourself.org
2nd Annual Ward 1 Tamale Festival – December 9, 2010 – Mercado San Agustin

Does your mom have a special tamale recipe passed down for generations? Are you starting your own tasty tamale recipe?  The 2nd annual Ward 1 Tamale festival celebrates women, art, culture and cooking! Anyone can enter with one dozen tamales. Please RSVP by December 1st by calling 791-4040 or emailing ward1@tucsonaz.gov. Three categories will be judged: Sweet, Meat, and “Unique.” 

8th Annual Desert Harvesters Mesquite Milling & Pancake Breakfast Fiesta

November 6, 2010

Desert Harvesters hosts this annual event to promote, celebrate, and enhance local, indigenous food production. Mesquite pods are harvested and milled for flour and served with locally-grown prickly-pear syrup, mesquite syrup, agave nectar, home-made jams, and sometimes (if we are really lucky) saguaro syrup! Join us 9 am – 2 pm at Dunbar/Spring Organic Community Garden located at University Ave. and 10th Avenue. 

Arizona César E. Chavez Coalition 11th Annual César E. Chavez March and Rally – March/April 2011
The 11th Annual César E. Chavez March celebrates the life and work of this Arizona-born human rights and labor leader.  Special Guest Delores Huerta participates and speaks at this annual event held the last Saturday in March or first Saturday in April. Walk begins at Pueblo High School at 9am and ends at Rudy Garcia Park (formerly Rodeo Park, approx. 2 miles). 
Visit www.azcesarchavezcoalition.com.
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9th Annual Fiesta Grande – April 2011
Barrio Hollywood hosts this event along Grande Avenue (four blocks west of I-10)  between Speedway Blvd. and St. Mary's Rd. Barrio Hollywood is one of Tucson's oldest neighborhoods and the fiesta is a celebration of Westside culture and history, including a parade, classic car show, carnival games, food, and live music. 

41st Annual Juneteenth Celebration – June 2011
In June of 1865, the last slave in the United States learned of the Emancipation Proclamation, which had been signed by Abraham Lincoln two years earlier. The date has been honored since 1970 in Tucson with activities such as community service and outreach projects, volunteer recognition and the Juneteenth Festival at Ward 1’s Kennedy Park Fiesta Area.  For information please contact Burney Starks at 908-4544 or email burneyii@aol.com.
14th Annual El Día de San Juan Fiesta – June 24, 2011
Join us every June 24th from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. in Downtown Tucson on West Congress Street and the Santa Cruz River for this historic celebration of the summer rains that bring life to the desert. According to tradition, on June 24, 1540, Spanish explorer Francisco Vasquez Coronado stood on the banks of the parched riverbed and prayed for rain. St. John the Baptist delivered and we celebrate his birth, culture, history and the summer rains every year on this day. 

2nd Annual Happy Birthday Tucson month kickoff honoring 4,000 years of history 

August 1, 2011
Celebrate Tucson’s birthday month with the Friends of Tucson’s Birthplace at the site of San Augustin Mission Gardens, on Downtown’s Westside at the corner of Mission Road and Missiondale, at the base of A Mountain. Honors the people and culture who have lived here at the base of “A” mountain for 4000 years. Visit www.tucsonorigins.com or www.tucsonsbirthday.org
