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2021 

 
Tucson-Pima County Historical Commission 

                                                Plans Review Subcommittee 
 

LEGAL ACTION REPORT  
       

Thursday, April 8, 2021 
 

Pursuant to safe practices during the COVID-19 pandemic, all in-
person meetings are cancelled until further notice. This meeting was 
held virtually to allow for healthy practices and social distancing. The 
meeting was accessible at provided link to allow for participating 
virtually and/or calling in. 

 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

 
Meeting called to order at 1:02 P.M., and per roll call, a quorum was 
established. 

 
Commissioners Present: Terry Majewski (Chair), Carol Griffith, 
 and Rikki Riojas [Savannah McDonald, Prospective Member] 
 
Commissioners Absent/Excused:  Jan Mulder and Jim Sauer 
 
Applicants/Public Present: Martha McClements, John Burr, Hilary Van 
Alsburg, Leo Katz, Maurice Roberts, Megan Noli, Michael Keith, Thomas 
Sayler-Brown, Michael Becherer, and Eric Barrett 
  
Staff Members Present:  Michael Taku and Jodie Brown (PDSD)  

         
 

2. Approval of the Legal Action Report (LAR) from Meeting of 3-25-21 
 

Motion: It was moved by Commissioner Griffith to approve the Legal 
Action Report for the meeting of 3-25-21 as submitted. 
Commissioner Riojas seconded the motion. 

The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote of 3-0.  
  

3. Historic Preservation Review Cases 
UDC Section 5.8/TSM 9-02.0.0/Historic District Design Guidelines/Revised 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines 

 



2 
 

 
3a. HPZ 20-004, 430 W. 17th Street (T20SA00011) (continued from 4-30-

2020) 
Barrio Historico Historic Preservation Zone 
Construct a new 1,075SF single-story, single-family residence with a 
200SF walled courtyard and 1 off-street parking space. [Rehabilitation 
Standards/Vacant Lot] 

 
Staff Taku summarized the project and read into the record the 
recommendation from the PRS meeting of 4-30-20.  
 
Architect Leo Katz presented the revisions to the project.  

Discussion was held.  Action was taken. 

Motion: It was moved by Commissioner Griffith to recommend approval of 
revised plans as presented today, 4-8-21.  
 
Commissioner Riojas seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed unanimously 3-0 by a roll call vote.  
 

3b. HPZ 20-005, 590 S. Main Avenue (T20SA00012) (continued from 4-30-
2020) 
Barrio Historico Historic Preservation Zone 
Construct a new 1,440SF single-story, single-family residence with a 
200SF walled courtyard and a covered and enclosed off-street parking 
space. [Rehabilitation Standards/Vacant Lot] 
 
Staff Taku summarized the project and read into the record the 
recommendation from the PRS meeting of 4-30-20.  
 
Architect Leo Katz presented the revisions to the project.  

Discussion was held.  Action was taken. 

Motion: It was moved by Commissioner Riojas to recommend approval of 
revised plans] as presented today, 4-8-21. 

Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion. 

The motion passed unanimously 3-0 by a roll call vote.  
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3c. HPZ 20-006, 594 S. Main Avenue (T20SA00013) (continued from 4-30-
2020) 
Barrio Historico Historic Preservation Zone 
Construct a new 1,440SF single-story, single-family residence with a 
200SF walled courtyard and an enclosed off-street parking space.  
[Rehabilitation Standards/Vacant Lot] 

 
Staff Taku summarized the project and read into the record the 
recommendation from the PRS meeting of 4-30-20.  
 
Architect Leo Katz presented the revisions to the project.  

Discussion was held.  Action was taken. 

Motion: It was moved by Commissioner Griffith to recommend approval of 
revised plans as presented today, 4-8-21.  

Commissioner Riojas seconded the motion. 

The motion passed unanimously 3-0 by a roll call vote.  

 
3d.  HPZ 21-008, 200 S. 6th Avenue  

Armory Park Historic Preservation Zone 
New fence enclosure on the south side of the property. [Rehabilitation 
Standards/Contributing Resource] 
 
Staff Brown introduced the project, noted the Armory Park denial 
recommendation on 3/16/21 and Historic Landscapes Subcommittee 
denial recommendation on 3/19/21 and summarized public comments 
received by the stated deadline and noted the names of the persons who 
submitted them. She had provided these to subcommittee members 
previously.   
 
Architect Michael Becherer presented the project, clarified comments from 
various review recommendations, and justified why the design had no 
adverse impact on the historic resource and public space.   

Discussion was held.  Action was taken. 

Motion: It was moved by Commissioner Griffith to recommend approval of 
the current fencing plan, as proposed.  

Commissioner Riojas seconded the motion. 

The motion passed unanimously 3-0 by a roll call vote.  
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3e.  HPZ 21-013, 260 S. Church Avenue (DP20-0253) 
Rio Nuevo Downtown, Individually listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. [Rehabilitation Standards/Contributing Resource] 
Construct of a temporary railing. 
 
Staff Brown introduced the project.  
 
Architect Michael Becherer presented an overview of the project. Architect 
Eric Barrett discussed the design, noting that the proposed railing can and 
will be removed and remounted as needed.   

Discussion was held.  Action was taken. 

Motion: It was moved by Commissioner Riojas to recommend approval as 
presented, with the understanding that this is a temporary structure that 
will not be left up more than 72 hours before or after an event. [These 
conditions] should be reflected within the maintenance manual [being 
prepared by Eric Barrett].  

Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion. 

The motion passed unanimously 3-0 by a roll call vote.  

4.          Armory Park Historic Preservation Zone (APHPZ) Design Guidelines 
 UDC Section 5.8/TSM 9-02.7.2. A-D/Historic Preservation Zone Design 
Guidelines/Revised Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines 
 
4a.   Update on the proposed revisions to the existing APHPZ Design Guidelines.  
 

Staff Brown noted that APHZAB is still working on the revisions. Ms. 
Martha McClements, chair of the Armory Park Historic Preservation Zone 
Advisory Board, spoke and noted that they are working to simplify the 
presentation of the guidelines. No action was taken.  

5. Current Issues for Information/Discussion 

 5a.  Minor Reviews 

Staff Taku noted that he is hoping to conduct several minor reviews by 
4/13/21. Commissioner Griffith volunteered to assist with minor reviews on 
4/13 at 10 a.m. Commissioner Riojas will observe the minor reviews 
virtually.   

 5b. Appeals 

Staff Taku noted that there are no pending appeals at this time.  
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5c. Zoning Violations 
 
Staff Taku provided information on ongoing and pending cases being 
worked on for compliance and/or in the review process,  including ones in 
the Armory Park and the West University Historic Preservation Zones.  

 
 5d. Review Process Issues/Discussions 
 

Chair Majewski noted that two new commissioners will be appointed to 
PRS at the upcoming April 14 full commission meeting: Ms. Savannah 
McDonald and Mr. Joel Ireland.  
 

 
6. Summary of Public Comments (Information Only) 

Public comments received by the deadline for HPZ 21-008, 200 S. 
6th Avenue were summarized by Staff Brown under Item 3d, as noted 
above. No other public comments were received. 
 
 

7. Schedule and Future Items for Upcoming Meetings 
   

Staff Brown noted that Staff Taku will be out of the office for a lengthy 
period. During his absence, questions should be directed to Staff Brown. 
Upcoming cases include the 19-story 75 E. Broadway project courtesy 
review (an IID/RNA case), an IID case on Stone, and a project in the 
Barrio.  
 
The next scheduled meeting is April 22, 2021. PRS meetings to be 
conducted virtually until further notice. 
 
 

8.   Adjournment 
 

Meeting adjourned at 2:46 P.M. 
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