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FATAL COLLISION INVOLVING PEDESTRIAN CHILD
SOUTH CAMPBELL AND EAST WYOMING
At approximately 4:45 p.m. on July 15, 2013 a Pima County Sheriff’s Department (PCSD) deputy advised via his police
radio that he had been involved in a collision involving a pedestrian child in the area of South Campbell and East
Wyoming. He requested emergency medical assistance for the child as well as for additional law enforcement resources
to respond to the scene of the collision. The Tucson Fire Department and Tucson Police Department were immediately
notified as well and initiated their responses at 4:46 p.m. In addition to numerous PCSD resources, personnel from
Operations Division South of the Tucson Police Department responded to assist. Emergency medical personnel from the
Tucson Fire Department assessed the child, a 10-year old boy, at the scene and immediately transported him to a local
trauma center. He had sustained serious injuries as a result of the collision. Sadly, the 10-year old boy succumbed to his
injuries while at the hospital and was pronounced deceased. Next of kin have been notified.
Detectives from the Traffic Investigations Unit responded to further the investigation. It should be noted that
investigative personnel from the Pima County Sheriff’s Department responded as well in order to conduct a parallel
administrative investigation, while the Tucson Police Department personnel assumed primary responsibility for the
investigation regarding the collision. The detectives examined and collected roadway evidence at the scene. They also
spoke with various witnesses to the collision. The detectives learned that a group of children had been running back and
forth (eastbound and westbound) across South Campbell near the intersection with East Wyoming. The child that was
struck was part of the group of children, who witnesses reported seeing running across the street multiple times. At one
point, he was on the eastern side of the roadway, and the rest of the group was on the western side of the roadway. The
PCSD deputy was traveling northbound in the curb lane in a marked Pima County Sheriff’s Department 2011 Chevrolet
Tahoe. As he neared the intersection with East Wyoming, the 10-year old boy suddenly ran out into the roadway in order
to join his friends on the west side of the street. The deputy swerved in an attempt to avoid striking the boy. However,
he was not able to avoid the collision. He immediately stopped his vehicle and began to render first aid to the boy as
soon as he exited his vehicle. There was no indication that speed was a factor in the collision.

Our hearts go out to the family and friends of the 10-year old boy as well as to the Pima County Sheriff’s
Department deputy. This incident is a stark reminder of the danger of allowing children to play in or near a
roadway.
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For accommodations; materials in accessible formats; foreign language interpreters; and/or materials in a language other than
English, please contact the Tucson Police Department Public Information Office at (520) 791-4852 or (520) 791-2639 for TDD at
least five (5) business days in advance. Para arreglos; materiales en formatos accesibles; interpretes de idioma extranjero; y/o
materiales en otro idioma que no sea inglés, por favor comunicarse al Departamento de la Policía de Tucson a la sección de
Información Pública al (520) 791-4852 o (520) 791-2639 para TDD por lo menos con cinco (5) días hábiles de anticipació.

