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For accommodations; materials in accessible formats; foreign language interpreters; and/or materials in a language other than  
English, please contact the Tucson Police Department Public Information Office at (520) 791-4852 or (520) 791-2639 for TDD at  
least five (5) business days in advance. Para arreglos; materiales en formatos accesibles; interpretes de idioma extranjero; y/o 
materiales en otro idioma que no sea inglés, por favor comunicarse al Departamento de la Policía de Tucson a la sección de 
Información Pública al (520) 791-4852 o (520) 791-2639 para TDD por lo menos con cinco (5) días hábiles de anticipació. 

 

             Ready to Protect, 

         Proud to Serve 

 

Contact: Pete Dugan Date:  06/13/2019 

Sergeant / Public Information Office TDD: 791-2639 

520-791-4852 

On-call PIO:  tpdpio@tucsonaz.gov   

http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/police 

  

HOMICIDE INVESTIGATION  

252 WEST VALENCIA ROAD 
 

The Tucson Police Department is investigating a fatal shooting that occurred yesterday evening on Tucson’s South Side. 

 

On June 12, 2019, just after 9:00 p.m., officers from Operations Division South were dispatched to an apartment complex 

located at 252 W. Valencia Road for a report of a shooting. Upon arrival, officers were not able to locate a victim, but 

they did find shell casings in the parking lot and an open door to an apartment. Officers checked the apartment, but found 

no one inside. While continuing their investigation at the apartment complex, additional officers from Operations Division 

South were dispatched to a rollover collision on I-19 (just north of Valencia Rd.). When officers arrived on scene, they 

found two vehicles on the east side of I-19 in the desert area. Both vehicles had rolled over and it appeared 3 males had 

been ejected from one of the vehicles. It was quickly determined that one of the males had obvious signs of gunshot 

trauma. Officers immediately began rendering aid to the male until Tucson Fire arrived on scene and took over medical 

treatment. The male was then transported to a local hospital where he was pronounced deceased shortly after arrival. The 

other two males were transported to the hospital with significant, but non-life-threatening injuries. Officers learned that 

one of the males was a current resident of  252 W. Valencia (the scene of the shooting). The two occupants in the second 

vehicle had minor injuries and were not transported. 

 

The deceased male was identified as 24-year-old Luis Puente. Next of kin has been notified.  

 

Officers learned that one of the three men transported to the hospital was a documented gang member. Due to that 

information, detectives with our Gang Unit responded to continue the investigation. Detectives were able to determine the 

three males were at the apartment complex together when Luis Puente was shot. One of the men called 911 to report the 

shooting, however; the men decided to drive Puente to the hospital before police and fire arrived. While enroute to the 

hospital, the men were traveling at a high rate of speed and struck the other vehicle on I-19, causing both to lose control 

and roll over. The other vehicle and its occupants were not associated with the three men. Troopers with the Department 

of Public Safety conducted the collision portion of the investigation. 

 

Details are limited at this time as detectives continue to follow up on leads in the case. They are still trying to determine 

what led to the shooting and who was involved. There are currently no suspects in custody. Anyone with information is 

asked to call 88-CRIME. You can remain anonymous. Additional details will be released as they become available.  
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