
 
Chris Magnus 
Chief of Police 

Page 1 of 2 
 
For accommodations; materials in accessible formats; foreign language interpreters; and/or materials in a language other than  
English, please contact the Tucson Police Department Public Information Office at (520) 791-4852 or (520) 791-2639 for TDD at  
least five (5) business days in advance. Para arreglos; materiales en formatos accesibles; interpretes de idioma extranjero; y/o 
materiales en otro idioma que no sea inglés, por favor comunicarse al Departamento de la Policía de Tucson a la sección de 
Información Pública al (520) 791-4852 o (520) 791-2639 para TDD por lo menos con cinco (5) días hábiles de anticipació. 

 

             Ready to Protect, 

         Proud to Serve 

 

Contact: Kimberly Bay Date:  07/08/2018 

Sergeant / Public Information Office TDD: 791-2639 

520-791-4852 

On-call PIO:  tpdpio@tucsonaz.gov   

http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/police 
  

OFFICER-INVOLVED SHOOTING 

100 BLOCK OF NORTH UNDERSTORY LANE 
 

***UPDATE – JULY 12, 2018*** 
 

The detectives have continued their investigation into the officer-involved shooting that occurred last Sunday.  From 

interviews with officers and witnesses, detectives learned several people were present at a neighboring home for a 

gathering.  Just after midnight, an individual present at the gathering called 911 to report a neighbor, identified as Craig 

Yelton, had confronted them and asked them to turn down the music from the gathering.  During the contact, Mr. Yelton 

waved a handgun and threatened people who were present at the gathering.  The officers went to Mr. Yelton’s residence 

and used the public address (PA) system to identify themselves as Tucson Police Officers and asked him to exit the 

residence without anything in his hands.  A short time later, Mr. Yelton exited his residence pointing a handgun at the 

officers while positioned in a shooting stance.  Four officers discharged their weapons, striking Mr. Yelton.  The officers 

were identified as: 

 Officer Ronald Engelkes, a 7-year veteran of the Tucson Police Department 

 Officer Colin Roberts, a 4 ½-year veteran of the Tucson Police Department 

 Officer Kyle Walker, a 3-year veteran of the Tucson Police Department 

 Officer Peter Valenzuela, a 3-year veteran of the Tucson Police Department 

 

The officers immediately began rendering first aid and summoned paramedics.  Members from the Tucson Fire 

Department responded to the scene and took over treatment, but Mr. Yelton was pronounced deceased on scene.  

Detectives are still investigating the incident and additional details will be released as they become available. Anyone 

with additional information is asked to call 88-CRIME. You can remain anonymous. 

 

 
Gun used by Yelton 
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________________________________Sergeant Kimberly Bay – July 12, 2018_________________________________ 

 

 

On July 8, 2018, at approximately 12:11 a.m., officers from Operations Division East responded to the 100 block of N. 

Understory Lane reference a fight involving weapons.  Prior to arrival, officers learned an adult male neighbor had been 

upset by loud music and brandished a handgun at the other neighbors believed to be causing the noise.  Officers arrived on 

scene and made contact with the reporting party and also attempted to make contact with the adult male neighbor armed 

with a handgun.  Officers attempted to contact the male through making announcements for him to exit his residence 

using the public address (PA) system.  A short time later, the male exited the residence and confronted the officers while 

armed with a handgun.  Four officers discharged their weapons, striking the male.  The officers immediately began 

rendering first aid and summoned paramedics.  Members from the Tucson Fire Department responded to the scene and 

took over treatment, but the male was pronounced deceased on scene.  He has been identified as 34-year-old Craig Yelton.  

His next of kin has been notified. 

 

Detectives from the Tucson Police Department and sergeants with the department’s Office of Professional Standards 

responded to continue the investigation. Detectives are conducting the criminal portion of the investigation. The Office of 

Professional Standards is conducting a separate, parallel administrative investigation to examine the actions of department 

personnel. This is standard protocol in all officer-involved shootings. Additionally, representatives from the department’s 

Critical Incident Review Board will evaluate the response to this incident.  

 

Detectives are still investigating the incident and additional details will be released as they become available. Anyone 

with additional information is asked to call 88-CRIME. You can remain anonymous. 
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