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  Why does it take carnage to bring us together as a 

nation and/or community? Everybody who has 

committed to the January 7th Town Hall/Roast 

event shares the united goal of showing that we, as 

elected employees of you all, want to put aside bar-

riers and work together for the greater good of 

Tucson, the State and Nation. It’s our hope that all 

in attendance will share in that spirit. 
 

The prayers of the Ward 6 staff go out to the victims, families and all involved 

in the recent shootings that took place at Sandy Hook Elementary School. 
 

Firearm Memorial 

To that end, on Tuesday, Mayor and Council unanimously gave direction to the 
City Attorney to draft language for a memorial that reflects this letter co-authored 
by Council Member Uhlich and myself: 
 
ARS 13-3108 restricts the ability of local jurisdictions to adopt ordinances re-

lated to the use or possession of firearms that are more restrictive than what is 

provided for in State Statute. The relevant portions of that Statute read as fol-

lows: 

 
13-3108. Firearms regulated by state; state preemption; violation; classification; 

definition 

D. A political subdivision of this state shall not enact any rule or ordinance that 

relates to firearms and is more prohibitive than or that has a penalty that is 

greater than any state law penalty. A political subdivision's rule or ordinance 

that relates to firearms and that is inconsistent with or more restrictive than state 

law, whether enacted before or after the effective date of the amendment to this 

section, is null and void. 
 

The result of this legislation is that, despite the clear will of our constituents, 

the City is precluded from preventing firearms in public buildings unless strict 

storage measures are taken, precluded from preventing firearms in public 

parks, and prevented from opting out of legislation that may once again going 

to be proposed that will allow firearms on public school and college campuses.  

Mayor and Council hereby direct staff to prepare a Memorial reflecting this 

Bonnie Medler 

Diana Amado 

Tucson FirstTucson FirstTucson FirstTucson First                 December 19, 2012 

Molly Thrasher 
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Continued: A Message From Steve 

Tucson Police 

Department 

911 or 791-4444 

nonemergency 

Mayor & Council 

Comment Line  

791-4700 

Neighborhood 

Resources  

791-4605 

Park Wise 

791-5071 

Water Issues  

791-3242 

Pima County Animal 
Control 

243-5900 

Street Maintenance 
791-3154 

Planning and 
Development 
Services 791-5550 

Southwest Gas  

889-1888 

Gas Emergency/
Gas Leaks 

889-1888 

West Nile Virus  

Hotline 

243-7999 

Environment 

Service 

791-3171 

Graffiti Removal 

792-2489 

AZ Game & Fish 

628-5376 

 

Important 

Phone Numbers 

bodies desire that the State Legislature rescind Section D of ARS 13-3108 as a first 

order of business in the 2013 session, and to forward the Memorial to the Arizona 

League of Cities and Towns requesting the broad support in this effort from that 

group.  
 

The December 12th Capitol Times reported that State Senator Steve Smith (Maricopa – R) 
is getting ready to propose legislation that expands the ability to carry guns in public 
buildings and is also looking into the possibility of running the guns-on-campus bill again 
this year (didn’t get past the Governor last time). It’s worthwhile to get out ahead of those 
pieces of wisdom before they gain momentum. 
 

We all know that no single law or ordinance will solve the problem we are having with 
mass shootings. On NPR last week I heard the statistic that of the dozen most deadly mass 
shootings in U.S. history, fully one-half of them have occurred in the last five years. 
We’ve got to do more than just lower our flags when another one happens. Taking back 
local decision making authority from the State will be huge in our ability to adopt ordi-
nances that reflect the will of this community and not necessarily that of Mesa or Mari-
copa. 
 

We are also cognizant that there is a significant need to address the needs of the severely 
mentally ill in our communities. I know that you’ll be seeing and hearing more about that, 
from multiple levels of government in the days ahead. I’m personally hopeful that the dis-
cussion of the SMI in our communities will also look into the effects of the “medications” 
we’re prescribing. A quick check of the internet shows that side effects, particularly dur-
ing withdrawal from some of these drugs can become problematic. From the work of Dr. 
David Healy: 

The Physicians' Desk Reference 

 

The Physicians' Desk Reference lists the following adverse reactions (side effects) to 

antidepressants among a host of other physical and neuropsychiatric effects.  None 

of these adverse reactions (side effects) is listed as Rare.  They are all listed as either 

Frequent or as Infrequent: 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Manic Reaction (Mania, e.g., 

Kleptomania, Pyromania, Dipso-

mania, Nymphomania) 

• Hypomania (e.g., poor judg-

ment, over spending, impulsivity, 

etc.) 

• Abnormal Thinking 

• Hallucinations 

• Personality Disorder 

• Amnesia 

• Agitation 

• Psychosis 

• Abnormal Dreams 

• Emotional Lability (Or Instabil-

ity) 

• Alcohol Abuse and/or Craving 

• Hostility 

• Paranoid Reactions 

• Confusion 

• Delusions 

• Sleep Disorders 

• Akathisia (Severe Inner Rest-

lessness) 

• Discontinuation (Withdrawal) 

Syndrome 

• Impulsivity 
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Senator John 
McCain  (R) 

520-670-6334   

 

Senator Jon Kyl (R) 

520-575-8633  

 

Congressman 

 Ron Barber (D)  

(8th District) 

520-881-3588   

 

Congressman 

 Raul Grijalva (D) 
(7th District)  

520-622-6788  

 

Governor Janice 
Brewer (R) 
Governor of Arizona 
602-542-4331  

Toll free:  
1-800-253-0883 
 
State Legislators 

Toll Free 
Telephone:  
1-800-352-8404 
Internet: 
www.azleg.gov  

 
Mayor Jonathan 
Rothschild 
791-4201  
 
City Infoguide 
http://
cms3.tucsonaz.gov/
infoguide 
 

Important 

Phone Numbers 

So, let’s hope we can have a wide-ranging discussion of all of the elements that may play a 
role in this growing problem. All of this is way past due. 
 

Ward 6 Town Hall and Roast 

Excellent response to the January 7th event – please 
continue to RSVPat 791-4601 or 795-0844. Also, if 
there are particular areas of interest you’d like to hear addressed (Federal, 
State, County, local) send us an email at ward6@tucsonaz.gov / something 
such as “what will you do to address the following…?” I suspect you’ll be 
hearing some talk related to the issue Karin and I raised with respect to 
firearms, and to the SMI issue many of us are concerned about. 
 

The event is scheduled for 7pm – 9pm / 3233 E. Speedway / Loft Cinema. 
 

Legislative Agenda 

In addition to the Memorial we’re sending to the Legislature and to the League of Cities and 
Towns, we also put together a list of other legislative concerns that our local lobbyists and 
our D.C. staff will be tackling on our (your) behalf. Basic to the overall thrust of them is to 
protect shared revenues coming from the State, and to protect local authority and decision 
making (consistent with the firearm Memorial). In January we’ll begin to put together our 
list of legislative priorities for passing along to our folks in both Phoenix, and to our D.C. 
staff.  Some examples of areas that may be up for discussion include: 
 

State Legislative Priorities  

• Support the restoration of Highway User Revenue Fund (HURF) to local governments 
(important for roadway repairs and other transportation work). 

• Support for immediate improvements to extend local highway capacity, particularly I-19 
south of I-10 and eastbound I-10 (drainage, traffic congestion and economic develop-
ment issues)    

• Support Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) legislation (up-front funding for ener-
gy efficiency upgrades to residential property) 

• Support for State film incentives (jobs bill for the film industry) 

• Support funding for education (critical for economic development in our community) 

• Support stringent penalties for copper wire theft (over a $2B problem State-wide 

• Support the restoration of the Local Transportation Assistance Fund (LTAF). (Key for 
restoring lost transit funding that used to come from the State – lottery money.) 

• Support legislation that overturns or makes significant changes to legislation that con-
solidates municipal elections with State elections. (Again, consistent with the effort to 
keep decision making as close to local as possible. The Legislature still has to clean up 
the mess they created last session by mandating only even-numbered year elections – 
we’ll see how they fix that, but want them to quit meddling.) 

• Support funding for State parks (tourism industry issue – as well as quality of life for 
locals.) 

• Support for a State-wide ban on text messaging while driving. (Being co-promoted by 
Senators Farley and Melvin – no official sponsors, yet. They’re playing catch-up to what 
we did last year.) 

• Support flexibility for Rio Nuevo Tax Increment Financing (TIF) expenditures. (Opens 
the door to some downtown development spending, short of our having to get a hotel 
and TCC project going – clearly needs fine tuning so that it does not simply become a 
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blank check.) 

• Support for legislation that would collect State and local sales tax for internet purchas-
es (evens the playing field between bricks & mortar retail vs. on-line sellers) 

• Support a ban of synthetic drugs to minors (huge growing problem with youth mis-
using ‘legal’ substances to get high) 

• Support funding for apprenticeship programs that issue Journeyman Electrician Certi-
fications (expand the workforce development effort) 

 

Federal Legislative Priorities  

• Support for funding and infrastructure for Southern Arizona ports of entry (State and 
Federal) (huge commerce potential) 

• Support for keeping the Tomato Suspension Agreement intact (International trade and 
cross-border relations issue) 

• Support funding for historic preservation (federal dollars to preserve and maintain his-
toric structures) 

• Support action to ensure Davis-Monthan Air Force Base remains open and viable (one 
of our three economic drivers locally) 

• Support action to ensure the Cherrybell Post Office and Processing Center remains 
open and viable (jobs retention, as well as quality of service to our constituents) 

 

Our thanks go out to Terry Bracy and the D.C. staff, as well as to our local liaisons, An-
drew Greenhill and Adriana Marinez for their work on behalf of the residents of the City 
and region. 
 

Water Conservation, again 

A couple of weeks ago we gave direction to staff to set up a public hearing related to the 
adoption of several International Building Codes. A part of that was to continue our dis-
cussion of water conservation, and how to tweak the current Greywater Ordinance in ways 
that may result in it being more attractive to residential users. The December 4th discus-
sion made it clear that, with respect to the Greywater issue, we want to have staff work 
directly with council offices and come up with some options. Included in those options 
will be other water conservation ideas that may get us more bang for our buck. 
 

Here’s the Clerk’s recounting of the specific motion from the 4th: 
 

 A substitute motion was made by Vice Mayor Kozachik, duly seconded, and PASSED by 
a roll call vote of 7 to 0, to move the Building Code forward including the Uniformed 
Plumbing Code as suggested by staff and direct staff to work with the Council offices to 
return with a menu of conservation proposals including changes to the gray water pro-
posal by April 1, 2013. 
 

Pretty clear.  On Tuesday we heard from supporters of the Greywater Ordinance that 
there’s a recognition of a need to make some improvements in it, but to avoid tossing it 
out altogether. I believe that reflects the will of the Council, too. We’ll all be sharing our 
thoughts with Staff between now and April. I’m certain that we’d all be interested in your 
perspectives, as well so they can form a part of the overall decision making process we’ll 
go through. 
 

Neighborhood Preservation Ordinance 

The Neighborhood Preservation Ordinance (NPO) was first adopted in 2003. In general, it 
includes standards that govern property maintenance, storage issues around properties, 
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and minimum standards for common hazardous and blighting conditions and nuisances. On 
Tuesday, we discussed some changes that are being proposed to the NPO and gave staff the 
go-ahead to schedule a public hearing so we can hear from you before finally adopting those 
changes. 
 

There are six areas in which we’re considering new standards. Those are: 
1. Defining “outdoor storage” so that it includes motor vehicles that are being kept in the 

front or side yards for over two years. 
2. Maintenance requirements related to the exterior of the building. Things such as func-

tionality and appearance of windows, roof drainage and structural members.  
3. Maintenance of paved sidewalks, stairs and steps on the property. 
4. Junked or inoperable motor vehicles and where they can be stored. 
5. Restricting the number of yard sales that can be held on a given property to twice every 

three months, three times every six months or four times annually. 
6. Limiting the number of commercial vehicles permitted on a residential property to a sin-

gle passenger car, van or pick up – and limiting its size to under 20’ in length and 7’ in 
height. 

 

I have concerns in two areas. First, we need to ensure our Ordinance doesn’t bind people 
who are having financial challenges to making external repairs to their homes. What we 
were assured was that the City routinely puts such people in touch with possible funding 
sources, or engages neighbor-to-neighbor programs to assist. We should be about maintain-
ing high standards in our residential areas, and yet we should also be willing to take into 
account people needing a temporary break when they fall on hard times.  
 

Several of us were also concerned that the one commercial vehicle limit might result in un-
intended consequences in some cases. With so many two earner families, it’s not clear that a 
limit of one vehicle is reasonable.  
 

One other area that we talked about was the use of Cargo Storage Containers for storage of 
materials, whether in the front, side or rear yards. There are concerns over aesthetics, and 
also the extent to which leaching of lead paint into the soil/water table might be something 
we want to address. People can buy a Tuff Shed that doesn’t bring along with it those other 
issues. Staff confirmed that there are provisions in the land use code to address using such 
structures as means of permanent storage.  
 

We’re going to set the date for the public hearing on these changes to the 
NPO. We need to hear from you so what we adopt is consistent with the de-
sires of the community. I’ll make sure we get the word out in advance of that 
hearing. Ahead of that though, if you have comments on the proposals, feel 
free to share them with us by email. 
 

Broadway –Sunshine Mile 

I’m not sure I like the designation, but much of the architecture along the 
Broadway corridor that is in the way of the RTA’s planned demolition is “mid
-modern” and therefore reflects that time era in the history of Tucson’s 
growth. Since I was alive and kicking back then, I guess I’m not any more 
thrilled with being considered “vintage” as I am having the music I listen to on 
the radio being called “Oldies.” But what’s more important than the titles is 
what we’re doing with the assets. 
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I was born the year the corridor segment we’re talking about widening received its name; 

The Sunshine Mile. 
 

 They even had a contest to name it – Congratulations to Staff Sgt. Becker for winning 
(belatedly).  
 

Last week, thanks to the help of Jude Cook and others, the corridor celebrated its rich tra-
dition by holding open houses and sales events in 34 of the businesses that are housed in 
these older structures, but are still putting them to good use. You’ll recognize some of 
these: 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Broadmore Medical Center – 1954  The Arizona Bank – 1964 
 
 Haas Building – 1957 
 

  
and of course, Hirsch’s Shoes – 1954. That is not me standing 
in the picture, by the way. 
 
On Tuesday, with the help of a presentation by Demion Clinco 
from the Historic Preservation Office, we demonstrated clearly 
the impact the proposed widening of Broadway would have on 
these structures. The short message is that they’d largely be 
demolished and replaced with asphalt. 
 

It is immensely important that the Citizen’s Task Force that 
is working on design proposals for the Broadway project be 
given the flexibility, and the authority to study design options 
that will maintain the functionality of the corridor, even if 
that means containing the design to within the existing cross-
width. Until Tuesday, staff had publicly maintained that they 
felt 150’ was the necessary starting point for the design dis-
cussion because that number appears in the Major Streets and 
Routes document adopted by the City. On Tuesday we came 
away from this presentation with an understanding, publicly 
stated by staff that the CTF is not limited to that cross-width, 
and that they can come up with a solution to the roadway 
travel needs that is more narrow than 150’, and that saves money in the process. The cave-
at is simply that we be able to show the taxpayers and travelling public that what is finally 
designed is better than what had originally been proposed. If that happens, we’ll then go 
back and amend the MS&R plan to show the newly designed cross width. 
 

We’re making progress in this conversation.  
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Please consider supporting the businesses along the Sunshine Mile both during this Christ-
mas buying season, and throughout the year. They’re the mom and pop businesses that are 
keeping our local economy moving. Those who are participating in the promotion are all 
locally owned and operated. Check out www.sunshinemile.com for the full story on these 
assets. 
 

TUSD/City Council 

Over the past three years, TUSD has been wrestling with the issue of school closures, budg-
et constraints and how to manage and maintain the properties they’ve already had to shut 
down. It’s an extremely difficult issue, not only for the Board, but for the community as 
well – on multiple levels.  
 

After last Friday’s events in Connecticut, the Board now has two significant issues to con-
sider: 
• School Closures 
• School Safety 
 

I’ve spoken with two of the current Board members about this and to both of the two newly 
elected members (not sworn in yet, so no Open Meetings violation there). I know that other 
Council Members have also had contact with the Board, urging our support of their difficult 
decisions. We’re all committed to continuing the dialogue, recognizing that these issues are 
of concern to the wider community. 
  

The issue of closures has a direct impact on our neighborhoods. It also raises various land 
use concerns. Those touch on zoning/rezoning questions that the Board has no jurisdiction 
over. On the other hand, the M&C have no jurisdiction over the disposition of the schools; 

that is, whether to close them, how to dispose of them, and the matter of preservation and 
maintenance of the buildings and school grounds. 
 

For the past year, I’ve been meeting with TPD, School District officials, City staffers and 
residents from three University area neighborhoods to talk about safety and behavioral is-
sues with specific reference to Tucson High School. Those meetings have yielded some 
good results. Following the recent shootings, TPD took extra safety measures around area 
schools. The topic of school safety and response protocols is certainly an issue of mutual 
concern. 
 

Clearly these issues touch both them, and us. And by extension, it impacts all of our constit-
uents. We need to be working on this together. Along with the land use element, you may 
hear funding be a topic of discussion at the January 7th forum. That’s a State, and to a lesser 
degree a Federal issue. It’s good that several of us in both of these governing bodies are in 
touch in a productive and supportive way.  
 
Public Safety New Year’s “Thank You” Party 

It has been a challenging year for each of our three Public 
Safety agencies. Police has had multiple officer-involved 
shootings, the most severe being the recent shooting of Sgt. 
Carpenter. His recovery is going along well. Fire suffered 
the temporary loss of Chief Critchley due to a stroke, but 
came together as a family and maintained their superior 
work in the community. Chief is also recovering well. And 
the 911 Dispatch Center has gone through the roll-over to a 
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new dispatch system, new management and new scheduling discussions. And through it 
all, the front-line workers have maintained a professional approach to serving the Tucson 
public. 
 

And all three agencies have done their work under strained budgetary conditions. 
 

With that in mind, the Ward 6 office is inviting all of our Public Safety workers and their 
families to join us for an informal ‘thank you’ evening.  
 

2012 – The year of the dog at Ward 6 

And so in honor of our having passed the ban on the injection of anabolic steroids into 
racing greyhounds, I’ll close this last newsletter before Christmas with this greeting: 

 
 

      Sincerely,  
 
 
 

 
 

Steve Kozachik 
Council Member, Ward 6 

      ward6@tucsonaz.gov 
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Arts and Entertainment Events Calendar 
 

This week and next week at the arts and entertainment venues in the Downtown, 4th 

Avenue, and Main Gate areas . . .  

 

Rialto Theatre, 318 E. Congress St. 
Thursday, December 20, 8:00pm. “Kinky” all ages 
www.RialtoTheatre.com  
 

Fox Theatre, 17 W. Congress St. 
Saturday, December 22 and Sunday, December 23. “El Cascanueces: The Nutcracker 

Ballet” 

www.FoxTucsonTheatre.org 
  
Temple of Music and Art, 330 S. Scott Ave. 
Arizona Theatre Company presents “Jane Austen’s Emma” by Paul Gordon 
Saturday, December 1 – December 22, 2012. 
www.arizonatheatre.org 
 

Tucson Convention Center http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/tcc/eventcalendar 
  

Music Hall 

Saturday and Sunday, December 22 & 23. “TSO Pops! Series – The Magic of Christmas” 

 

Ongoing . . . .  

 
Tucson Museum of Art, 140 N. Main Ave. 
Ongoing exhibition, Opening Saturday, October 6 and ending January 20: 
“Barbara Rogers: The Imperative of Beauty, A Fifty-Year Retrospective” 

www.TucsonMuseumofArt.org 
 
Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA), 265 S. Church Ave. 
Current exhibition:  The AIR Show & Vinjon Global Corp: Quietly Taking Over the 

World 

Hours:  Wednesday to Sunday, 12:00 to 5:00pm.  
www.Moca-Tucson.org 
 

Children's Museum Tucson, 200 S. 6th Ave. 
Tuesday - Friday: 9:00am - 5:00pm; Saturdays & Sundays: 10:00am - 5:00pm 
www.childrensmuseumtucson.org 
 
The Drawing Studio, 33 S. 6th Ave. 
Ongoing Exhibit, Opens February 2 and runs February 24 
“The Way of the Brush – Brush Spirit: Yoshi Nakano” 

http://www.thedrawingstudio.org/ 
 
Jewish History Museum. 564 S. Stone Ave. 
Open Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday, 1:00-5:00 and Friday, Noon to 3:00pm 
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Special hours for school and group tours, for more information call 670-9073 
www.jewishhistorymuseum.org 
 
Meet Me at Maynards 

A social walk/run through the Downtown area 
Every Monday, rain or shine, holidays too! 
Maynards Market and Kitchen, 400 N. Toole Avenue, the historic train depot 
Check-in begins at 5:15pm. 
www.MeetMeatMaynards.com 
 

Tucson Farmers’ Market at Maynards 

Saturdays 9:00am – 1:00pm 
On the plaza at Maynards Market & Kitchen. 400 N Toole in the Historic Train Depot  
 
Santa Cruz Farmers’ Market Mercado San Agustin, 100 S. Avenida del Convento 
Thursdays, 4:00 – 7:00pm. 
 
For other events in the Downtown/4th Avenue/Main Gate area, visit these sites: 

www.MainGateSquare.com 
www.FourthAvenue.org 
www.DowntownTucson.org 
 
Other Community Events 

 

Arizona State Museum – Woven Wonders (beginning April 28) 

The Arizona State Museum is debuting a sample of 500 pieces from the world’s largest 
collection of Southwest American Indian basketry (over 25,000 pieces). Visit 
www.statemuseum.arizona.edu for more information. 
 
UA Mineral Museum – Ongoing 

“100 Years of Arizona’s Best: The Minerals that Made the State” 
 
Flandrau Science Center 

Join the Flandrau Planetarium on the University of Arizona Campus for their weekly 
Planetarium and Laser Show. Call (520) 621-4516 or visit www.flandrau.org/ for events 
and information. 

Nutcracker Ballet – Dancing in the Streets.  

Join Dancing in the Streets on Saturday and Sunday December 22 and 23 for a unique per-
formance of the Nutcracker Ballet at the Fox Theater. Prominent community members 
will be dancing in the party scene, including Mayor Rothschild, his wife Karen, Dave 
Fitzsimmons, and many more. Tickets are available at the theater box office 520-547-
3040 or visit http://www.ditsaz.com/nutcracker/ for more information. 
 
Draft Plan Tucson Open Houses 

The City of Tucson Housing and Community Department will be hosting five public open 
houses to review the draft Plan Tucson document. Come to any of these open houses to 
learn more about the plan and share your thoughts.  
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• Friday, December 14, 2012, 3:30-5:00pm. City of Tucson Housing and Community De-
velopment. 320 N Commerce Park Loop, Sentinel Bldg. 

• Monday, December 17, 2012, 4:00-5:30pm. City of Tucson Housing and Community 
Development. 320 N Commerce Park Loop, Sentinel Bldg. 

• Wednesday, January 9, 2013, 7:00-8:30pm. Tucson Police Westside Service Center. 
1310 W. Miracle Mile, Meeting Room. 

• Saturday, January 12, 2013, 9:00-10:30am. Tucson Police Hardesty Multi-Service Cen-
ter. 1100 S. Alvernon Way, Meeting Room. 

• Thursday, January 31, 2013, 7:00-8:30pm. Ward 2 Council Office. 7575 E. Speedway 
Blvd, Conference Room. 

Visit www.tucsonaz.gov/plantucson for more information and comment cards. 
 
Santa at his Sleigh in Main Gate Square, December 22 1:00-4:00pm. 

Come spend your weekend at Main Gate Square on Saturday, December 22 and see Santa 
and his sleigh. Story time with Santa begins at 3:00 so bring the entire family for a little 
Christmas fun. For more information, visit www.maingatesquare.com  
 
BEYOND – Commemorate, Celebrate, Commit, January 5, 2013 

On January 5, get out of your house and join friends and neighbors in a community-wide 
outdoor festival. Start your New Year’s Resolutions with a fun filled day of fitness. Choose 
from organized runs, horseback rides, hikes, and much more. The BEYOND Main Event is 
“Together We MOVE!” at Armory Park, 12:00 to 4:00pm. For more information, visit  
www.beyond-tucson.org 
 
 

 
 

 


