
   Ward 6 Newsletter 

Ward 6 Staff 

Half-Staff 

First, let me say we at the Ward 6 office are 

thankful that both of the TPD officers who were 

shot in an on-duty incident last week will 

recover. That makes three Tucson cops who 

have been shot in the past few weeks. That’s 

three too many. 

 

In Phoenix, two people are dead as a result of a shooting that took place on one of 

their light rail platforms. In Seattle, a six-year-old and an eight-year-old kid were 

rescued during an incident in which their father was shot and killed by the police. 

One of the officers involved was also killed. This was in relation to a domestic 

violence call. 

 

On Bourbon Street in New Orleans, one person was killed and nine were wounded 

during a shooting rampage last week. 

 

While those incidents didn’t drop local flags to half-staff, I remind readers weekly 

that each of them represents loss to the families and friends involved. 

Ann Charles 

Diana Amado 

Tucson First December 5, 2016 

Amy Stabler 

Steve Kozachik 
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Continued: A Message From Steve 

Ward 6 Office 
791-4601 

 
Tucson Police 
Department 

911 or nonemergency 
791-6813 

 

Water Issues 
791-3242/800-598-9449 
Emergency: 791-4133 

 

Street Maintenance 
791-3154 

 
Graffiti Removal 

792-2489  
 

Abandoned 
Shopping Carts  

791-3171 
 

Neighborhood 
Resources  
837-5013 

 

SunTran/SunLink 
792-9222 

TDD: 628-1565 
 

Environmental 
Services 
791-3171 

 
Park Tucson 

791-5071 
 

Planning and 
Development 

Services 791-5550 
 

Pima Animal Care 
Center 

724-5900 
 

Pima County Vector 
Control 

Cockroaches 724-3401 

Important 

Phone Numbers 

On Wednesday, December 14th 

please plan to join us at St. 

Mark’s for the remembrance of 

Sandy Hook. On this, the fourth 

anniversary of the murder of 20 

little kids, we’ll reflect on local 

concerns and join together in an 

interfaith call to action. We’re 

grateful to Pastor Bart Smith 

and the St. Mark’s family for 

welcoming this event. 

 

Speaking and sharing at the 

event along with me will be 

shooting survivors Lisa Kiser 

(UA Nursing School shooting) 

and Ken Dorushka (January 8th 

shooting), and representatives 

from the faith community, 

including Matthew Crary (UU 

– Green Valley), Pastor John 

Lillie (Lutheran Church of the 

Foothills), Rabbi Stephanie 

Aaron  (Congregation 

Chaverim), Reverend Peter 

Helman (St. Philip’s in the 

Hills Episcopal), and the organizer of the event, Pastor Lesley Abrams (St. John on the 

Desert Presbyterian). 

 

In the aftermath of the January 8th shootings we adopted a local motto: Together we 

Thrive. It’s still true today. We’ll express that on the 14th. 

 

Post-Election Forum 

Come on over to Temple Emanu-El tonight and join us for another event in which the 

‘together we thrive’ motto may well be apt. It’s our effort at drawing the community to a 

common goal of working in concert for the overall good of Tucson, the region and the 

nation. 

 

As I said to Catherine Tornbom when she and I began talking about this forum, if we can’t 

sit together and even dialogue about our differences, we have deeper issues than either of 

us imagined. The purpose of tonight’s forum is to demonstrate that we can talk about 

ways forward without sacrificing our values as individuals. And who knows – hearing the 

views of another may just result in changing our perceptions and helping the common 

good. 
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Tucson’s Birthday 

Senator John 
McCain  (R) 
520-670-6334   

 

Senator Jeff  
Flake (R) 

520-575-8633  
 

Congresswoman 
Martha McSally (R)  

(2nd District) 
(202) 225-2542   

Tucson Office: 520-
881-3588 

 

Congressman 
Raul Grijalva (D) 

(3th District)  
520-622-6788  

 

Governor Doug 
Ducey (R) 

602-542-4331  
Tucson office:  
520-628-6580 

 

Mayor Jonathan 
Rothschild 

520-791-4201  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZoomTucson Map 
http://

maps.tucsonaz.gov
/zoomTucson/ 

I’m grateful to the panelists who will be carving out time to engage the public. I’m 

especially grateful to all of you who come and participate in this democracy in action. 

 

Off to Court 

…so, we can’t always agree. 

Important 

Phone Numbers 
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Last week we received this letter from the state Attorney General’s office. It confirms his 

inability to separate the issue of guns from his responsibility as a lawyer to respect the 

constitution and act on the flaws of the statute he’s in effect defending. 
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Let me boil that down. Our Charter gives us authority to dispose of property. The state feels 

that if that property happens to be a gun, they should be allowed to force us to sell it back 

into circulation and not destroy it. In his office’s report on the matter (read it here), the AG 

writes that the State believes more guns on the street makes us safer. He also writes that 

having more guns in circulation may decrease the price of firearms and support the Second 

Amendment by facilitating people’s ownership of weapons. As the argument goes, those 

two conditions make the destruction 

of a gun a state matter, not a local 

concern, so our Charter must be 

preempted by state law. Based on the 

letter shown above, our Attorney 

General seems to actually believe 

that logic. 

 

I’d add that based on the current 

numbers, the AG and state legislators 

have nothing to fear about a drop in 

the number of guns in circulation. 

Even the NRA reports gun sales are 

increasing. They report 16 million 

gun-related background checks through the National Instant Criminal Background Check 

System (NICS) this year. That’s an increase of about a third over 2015. It doesn’t appear 

our policy is having a negative impact on the state’s perceived need to protect the Second 

Amendment. 

 

SB 1487 serves as the basis for allowing the State using the AG to force us to change our 

local policy. It says if a legislator believes we’re violating a state statute, he can ask the AG 

to review our policy. If the AG agrees, he can force us to either change our policy or 

withhold our state shared revenues until we do. If we want our day in court to challenge his 

opinion, we have to post a bond equal to our last six months state shared revenues simply to 

be allowed to make our case. 

 

Let’s dissect that a little more: SB 1487 gives the AG the authority to make a judicial 

decision, and it also allows him to impose penalties. The problem with that is that the 

legislature can’t change constitutionally-derived judicial powers. A long history of case law 

says the courts decide whether a specific charter provision is trumped by state law or not. 

Not the AG. So the legislature is giving the AG authority he doesn’t have while at the same 

time removing power from the AG by mandating which cases he should file. The whole 

notion of the Attorney General and the Treasurer withholding our money is a clear violation 

of their legal authority. And Ducey signed this into law. 

 

Review that – there is no due process, the executive is making a judicial judgement, and the 

Treasurer is holding money generated by our local taxes until we secure a bond worth about 

$70M just to go to court. 

 

If you’re a local civics teacher, ask your class if that’s legal. 

 

On Tuesday, we will be asked in executive session whether we want to rescind our policy of 

https://www.azag.gov/sites/default/files/sites/all/docs/complaints/CLD-Complaints/16-002%20-%20Investigative%20Report%20-%2011-14-2016.pdf
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destroying guns selectively or take on SB 1487. I’ll just leave it to your imagination as to 

where I’ll fall on that choice. 

 

More Litigation 

Not to be undone, the folks who lost in the 9th 

Circuit Court trying to overturn our election 

process have asked the United States Supreme 

Court to review the case. This is the effort to get 

our ‘ward-only primary, at-large general’ election 

process changed. They want a system with ward-

only primaries and ward-only general elections. 

What they’re missing is that even the in the 

opinion issued by the panel which sent this to the 

full 9th Circuit, the judge implied that if our current 

system was declared to be unlawful, our Charter most closely aligns with an at-large 

primary, at-large general scheme. The plaintiffs don’t want an at-large general. This appeal 

is yet another waste of your tax money. 

 

It’s highly unlikely the Supreme Court will even take the case. But since the plaintiffs 

issued a 104 page letter to the Court asking that they grant a hearing, our defense pleading 

will have to be an equally exhaustive piece of work. We’ll likely secure outside counsel to 

assist in the whole process. Your tax money at work. 

 

Your tax money at work at the hands of a ‘fiscally conservative’ state legislature with a 

gun fetish that outshines the constitution, and your tax 

money at work for a plaintiff who consistently argues 

against trying to use the court to secure legislative wins, 

but in the election case tries to use the courts to secure what 

they have failed to win at the ballot box. 

 

Sadly, off to court, times two. 

 

Studio 48 - State Film Office 

Also on the issue of state initiatives, last week the Arizona Commerce Authority 

announced the opening of a state film office. If you’ve read many of these newsletters, you 

have seen from time to time my strong support of getting Arizona back into the film 

business. Normally I’d be pretty jazzed about opening a film office at the state level. In 

this case, I’ll withhold judgment for a while to see how this one works. 

 

Studio 48 is a public/private partnership between the state and Bob Parsons. He owns Go 

Daddy, and he also owns a film studio in Scottsdale. The state isn’t putting any money into 

the operation of the studio, so I’m not quite sure where the ‘public’ part of the partnership 

kicks in, other than letting Parson’s use the state as a named backer of the formation. 

 

What we have to offer film production companies are destinations. The new film office 

will hang a shingle and market that. You can find a studio anywhere in the world. I know – 

I’ve visited the one just outside London where my brother worked for some of the Tim 

Burton stop motion work he did. You can transform an empty warehouse into a temporary 
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studio. What we need is an incentive package to help attract the films. 

 

What you can’t just ‘produce’ are the locations we have, especially here in Southern 

Arizona. Think Old Tucson, Mescal, pinetops on Lemmon, Sabino Canyon, a downtown/

urban setting, Sonoran desert… Parsons and the ACA can’t replicate that in his studio. 

 

What they’re offering is location scouting, talent sourcing, and coordinating with state and 

local agencies. And Parson’s put $250K into the deal. It’s all good if the end result isn’t the 

state giving one guy the visibility to market his own studio. That’s not what a ‘state’ film 

office should be doing. 

 

But, I’m hopeful it’s a step toward this state government finally seeing the value in what the 

film industry can bring to the economy and get something enacted that helps us incentivize 

the productions, as is being done in neighboring states. That’d be a real positive step. 

Forming a film office might be, but I’m going to want to see how it works in conjunction 

with our own local VisitTucson film office before really weighing in on whether this is a 

good thing for the state, or if it’s just payback to a campaign supporter. 

 

Shelli Hall of the VisitTucson film office is in the U.K. right now at an international film 

festival, marketing our location. Studio 48 is there, too. It’d be great if they came back with 

some new shows to film in our backyard. 

 

Great Community Policing 

Taking a step away from the mess being caused by our being dragged into court, I want to 

highlight some excellent work performed last week by one of our TPD officers. You won’t 

hear about this in the local media – it isn’t bad news. 

 

Officer Joshua Jenkins responded to a call from a Tucson resident. The lady had her wallet 

and credit cards stolen. Her bank accounts were drained. I’ll redact her name, but will 

otherwise share her letter in its entirety. 

 

My name is XXX and I wanted to take some time to commend one of your honorable 
officers, Officer Jenkins badge number 10162. On November 6, 2016, I reported that my car 
had been broken into and my wallet with my bank card and credit cards had been stolen. 
To my surprise, all my funds were drained out of all 4 of my accounts in less than 2 hours. I 
had called the police and banks to stop all charges and this is where Officer Jenkins came 
into play. 
 

Officer Jenkins came to my home and was genuinely concerned about the situation. He 
took down all information pertaining to my case and asked appropriate investigative 
questions. He not only made me feel that he truly cared, but he showed me! He went to the 
stores where my CCs were used and had the merchant pull the video footage immediately 
and was able to ascertain that two homeless men were in possession of my cards and likely 
the ones who broke into my car and stole my wallet. He kept in contact with me through 
the entire process, which I have NEVER experienced before with any reports I have made in 
the past--truly impressive! Officer Jenkins deserves to be moved to Detective or a higher 
rank as he has more motivation and dedication to the people than any officer I have ever 
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worked with in the past. 
 

Officer Jenkins is a truly honorable officer and my hat goes off to him! I cannot express 
the deep appreciation I have for Officer Jenkins and his level of integrity, dedication, 
motivation, and empathy in performing his duties. He has defended my family and myself 
with dignity and pride. I am beyond proud to say I had the opportunity to work with such 
a fine officer. 
 

I hope that Officer Jenkins will receive a copy of this letter to show him how much I 
greatly appreciate him and his service. I'm sure this is not the first letter, nor the last 
letter you will receive for this highly dedicated and noble officer. If all TPD officers 
responded and worked like Officer Jenkins, our city would be a safer place to live based 
on the passion and level of attention this officer provides in EACH AND EVERY case he 
takes into his hands. 
 
Note to Officer Jenkins: 
Thank you Officer Jenkins! You have shown me that there are amazing Officers out there! 
You are a shining example of leadership and what we expect from our officers. I cannot 
express my gratitude enough in words for your outstanding performance and level of 
urgency you took with this matter. My deepest appreciation goes to you sir! 
Thank you for your courageous service, 
 
We have plenty of police officers who engage our residents in the way Officer Jenkins 

did. I’ll make a point of sharing the examples that come to my attention from time to time 

just to keep the negative media stories from framing the reality of police/civilian 

interactions in our city. 

 

Trump, Mexico and Water 

On Jim Nintzel’s Zona Politics 

(Sundays at 5:00 pm on KXCI-FM 

91.3), I was asked what the impact of 

the new Trump administration might be 

for Tucson and Southern Arizona. The 

most obvious connection is to our 

relations with the local immigrant 

community, including DACA students. 

It involves the ability of local law 

enforcement to interact in a productive 

manner with that portion of our 

population, both in terms of being a resource to provide protection when they’re victims 

of crime, and to receive tips related to criminal behavior. We don’t need to think too hard 

to understand how some of the current rhetoric may be harming all of that. In answering 

though, I also included a less obvious issue, and one that has tremendous potential impact 

on Tucson and our region. Water. 

 

Under a treaty the U.S. negotiated with Mexico back in 1944, we are obligated to send 1.5 

Lake Mead – showing the drop in water level 



P A G E  9  

Tucson’s Birthday 

million acre-feet of water across the border every year. That supplies roughly three million 

homes. No problem, except that the treaty was silent on what happens to that obligation in 

times of drought. 

 

Right now, there is a 50/50 chance that a Colorado River shortage will be declared in 2018. 

I’ve written about that a lot. Unless ongoing negotiations between Arizona, Nevada, 

California – and Mexico – are finalized, that likelihood increases, as does the potential 

severity of the shortage in the near-immediate future. Negotiations aimed at holding off that 

shortage declaration have been moving very productively with Mexico. That new-found 

productive relationship, as well as work we’ve done locally, have prevented a shortage from 

already having been declared. One of the water sharing and conservation agreements we 

signed with Mexico in 2012 is due to expire next year. My concern – and it’s shared by 

people directly involved in these negotiations – is what happens to the progress that has 

been made in updating the agreement under a Trump administration. We don’t have time to 

start this all over. Lake Mead is in a structural deficit. 

 

Some of our highest level water managers are working feverishly to get new measures into 

place, measures that will reduce how much we all take from Lake Mead. If our federal 

partners all of a sudden change in both face and orientation, the good will and progress 

we’ve made may end. 

 

Water is a highly complex topic. When you add the complexity of cross-state negotiations, 

international negotiations, and even intra-state negotiations, the issue of a new and 

potentially antagonistic administration being added to the mix is clearly reason for concern 

– especially given candidate Trump’s dismissive attitude about the science of climate 

change. 

 

There are lots of people working on this very key topic. The urgency is to get negotiated 

agreements into place by January 19th. You haven’t seen anything about this in any of the 

local media. Nintzel now has it – hopefully it starts to receive the attention the topic 

deserves. 

 

Defense Authorization Bill 

Another piece of important news that came out last week under the radar of the local media 

had to do with the House passing the National Defense Authorization Act. There was some 

coverage of that, but one of the important nuances slipped by. 

 

First, it should be noted that the bill passed with pretty overwhelming bipartisan support. 

The vote in the House was 375-34. I suspect we won’t be seeing much of that in the days 

ahead.  

 

The bill authorizes $619B in military spending. That’s spread between the DOD, the 

Department of Energy, and some overseas spending, part of which goes to fighting ISIS and 

training Syrians. That’s all pretty much as expected. 

 

From a local perspective, the important piece was that it extended the prohibition on retiring 

the A-10 until the F-35 has completed its initial operational testing and evaluation. That’s a 

key condition since that IOT&E process has been uncovering some flaws in design that 
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have forced rework and in some cases the grounding of F-35 aircraft. The bill expands the 

oversight required for the F-35 in ways described as ‘similar to major defense acquisition 

programs.’ Makes sense, since it is a major defense acquisition program. In fact it’s the 

most expensive one ever taken on. 

 

I’ve shared with you before that Representative McSally had asked for a ‘fly-off’ between 

the A-10 and the F-35 before they pulled the pin on the A-10. Others have joined her in 

that since the A-10 is the one aircraft the military has that effectively provides low air 

ground support to troops in the Middle East. The concern is that the F-35 won’t be able to 

match the A-10’s effectiveness. The bill just adopted has a provision that ensures that a 

comparison between the two aircrafts’ abilities to conduct the close ground support and 

search and rescue will be done. That’s the piece nobody reported locally. I think it’s 

significant since it opens the door for the ‘fly-off’ concept to demonstrate (or not) what 

McSally and others have been claiming – that is, retiring the A-10 will place lives at risk. 

The F-35 cannot do what it does.  

 

The importance of that locally is that DM is the home of the A-10. Keeping that platform 

operational here is an important piece in keeping DM up and running if another base 

realignment and closure process begins. Since 

Luke AFB up in Phoenix was awarded the F-

35, housing the A-10 mission here is a big 

deal. 

 

Finally, I mentioned this $619B bill passed 

with significant bipartisan support. It’s also 

true that the Republicans will be asking the 

new Trump administration to increase that 

level of spending as soon as he takes office. 

There’s where you may see the lopsided 

bipartisan support dissolve. 

 

Another Utility Issue 

Last week we had a series of calls and 

emails from midtown residents who felt 

they had been misled and had their 

concerns disregarded by TEP. After 

having looked into it, I agreed. Here’s 

some background so you can watch out 

for the issue should it come to your 

neighborhood. 

 

These door hangers were posted 

throughout the neighborhood. They are 

good communications and a necessary 

and appropriate first step. 

 

In their defense, TEP needs our help in 

maintaining alleys and easements behind 



P A G E  1 1  

Tucson’s Birthday 

our houses. This notice is fair game. But what occurred was something quite different.  

 

Here are a couple of shots I took from the sites at which the contractor did the actual work. 

 

 

 

 

Note the railroad ties and 

debris piled up in front of 

someone’s carport. The 

debris came out of the alley 

to the right, which was clear

-cut. This isn’t ‘tree 

trimming.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This easement was clearly 

given a crew-cut. This isn’t 

‘tree trimming’ either. 

Nothing on the door hangers 

indicated anything close to 

what was actually done. 

 

 

 

 

The work had the net result 

of creating safety issues – 

privacy eliminated from back yards – and it also eliminated habitat for coyote dens that the 

neighborhood has been enjoying for years. You can see tree stumps in the picture where 

entire plants had been cut down to the ground. Had any of the neighbors involved realized 

this was what was planned, you bet there would have been calls ahead of the contractor 

moving in and doing the work. 

 

If you get a door hanger like the one shown above, call TEP and ask exactly what is being 

planned. Walk the site so you know what they intend. The utility has a right to be able to 

access its lines and poles in alleys and easements. It is the property owner’s responsibility to 

keep the alley or easement clear for those purposes. But the utility doesn’t have the right to 

expose people to a loss of privacy like this, to create campsites for people behind others’ 

homes, and to take out wildlife habitat in the manner in which it was done here. There’s a 
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balance. 

 

We’re working with TEP to get security fencing installed. The contractor was sent back to 

clear the carport of the debris they left. I’ll let you know if this seems to be hitting a brick 

wall in terms of cooperation, but I wanted you to know the door hangers you see may not 

be telling an accurate and complete story of what’s coming. They each have a ‘call if you 

have questions’ number posted. I’d suggest using that so you’re not surprised as this 

midtown neighborhood was. 

 

Alitas House 

We pass resolutions and such from time to time. They’re good for sending messages about 

our values and concerns, but they don’t actually do the hard, on-the-ground work that’s 

necessary for the people impacted by a given issue. That’s the kind of work which many 

volunteers continue to do with the migrant families coming from Central America over at 

the Alitas House. 

 

We’ve been working directly with Catholic Community Services and the Mariposa 

volunteers for going on three years now to provide necessary travel items, medical care, 

and housing for the people dropped off by ICE as they make their way to next of kin to 

continue the legal processes with which they’re involved. Earlier I mentioned the 

concerns many of us have about the impact a new administration will have on our water 

agreement with Mexico. Similarly, there are concerns among many of those crossing into 

this country who have fled persecution in their home countries about what will happen 

after inauguration day next January. As a result, we’ve seen the numbers of migrants 

increase. 

 

With that, there’s a push to upgrade the Alitas House facility. It’s a centrally-located 

house that can accommodate up to nine people per night from the 15+ who transition 

through the property daily. Overflow has to be sent to another location due to zoning 

restrictions. Some of what they’re after are the food and travel necessities I’ve written 

about before. Drop those items off at the Ward 6 office and we’ll make the transfer. 

 

In addition to that, the Alitas group is looking to make changes to the back yard at the 

house. For that, they’d like donations of large sandstone pavers to make a walking path, 

tarps for shade, a picnic table, help with design work, and some volunteer labor. If you 

can offer any of that, or large toys like big wheels for the kids to play on while they’re 

waiting to be transported, let us know here and we’ll connect you with the group. 

 

If you’d simply like to donate to their work, google Catholic Community Services of 

Southern Arizona and you’ll find the links. 

 

Broadway Correction 

Last week I shared a memo from staff related to the planned demolition of some 

properties on Broadway. It was brought to their attention that one of the properties listed 

as a non-contributing historic structure is in fact a contributing property. It’s still subject 

to demolition, but for accuracy’s sake, a new memo was issued. I’ll just share it here to 

close that loop. 
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On Tuesday, we will discuss adaptive reuse of small buildings. We will also discuss the 

proposed involvement of Rio Nuevo in the purchase and repurposing of buildings along 

Broadway. With these demolitions, the available stock is being reduced. It makes our 

conversation with respect to reuse even more urgent. 

 

Museum of Kinetic Art 

A little further to the east on 

Broadway, in the old Rose Petal 

building, you’ll find the Mat 

Bevel museum. My bride and I 

visited its reopening last 

Saturday evening. Here are a 

couple of shots taken from 

inside. 

 

 

All of that stuff moves – that’s 

why it’s called ‘kinetic’ art.  
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They’re going to lose much of their frontage when 

Broadway is widened. It’s my hope, and that of many 

who visited them on Saturday, that they’ll be able to 

work out parking and access so they continue to be a 

valued member of the neighborhood. The museum also 

has an educational component. They offer a 

combination of art and engineering, and they’re putting 

a media arts center in place to help spread the word 

about everything that’s going on in the space. 

 

Visit them at 2855 E Broadway and at 

www.matbevelcompany.org. They’ve got nearly 100 

moving sculptures, each made from thousands of 

recycled items. Pick one or more of these dates to 

check them out: 5:00 pm until 8:00 pm on January 7, 

February 4, March 4, April 1, or May 6. 

 

Code Enforcement Update 

I’m pushing and prodding staff to move on what we heard from the Mesa code people 

when they joined us here at the ward office. One important piece is the IGA I’m told is 

being addressed with Pima County. It will allow us to address some code violations 

outside of the normal court process. Another step relates to how we can move the 

enforcement process along more swiftly. Some of that is simply our reducing the time we 

give people to address violations and removing some of the discretion that exists for code 

enforcement personnel so once a property is in the system, it moves toward a citation or 

it’s abated. 

 

We did get good news last week about the way that one of the changes already 

implemented is working. Early in the year we began sending out a postcard to notify 

property owners that they had issues to resolve. The hope was that by simply making 

them aware of the problem, they’d self-correct and not require a series of staff visits to the 

site. In fact, we’re seeing some of that. 

 

Carlos de la Torre, our new department head overseeing the Code Enforcement division, 

sent out these data last week: 

 

As of November 7th, we’ve sent out 599 postcards related to excessive weeds. We’ve gone 

back and inspected 387 of those properties. They’ve shown a 70% compliance rate in 

terms of abating the messes. For the other 30%, citations have been issued. 

 

There’s work to do on this highly sensitive topic, but seeing one of the new tools having 

this level of success is a positive step. 

 

 

Tucson Folk Festival 

Every year in downtown the Tucson Kitchen 

Musicians Association (TKMA) organizes and stages the Tucson Folk Festival. TKMA is 

a local non-profit. The event is totally family friendly. It includes over 120 musicians 

http://www.matbevelcompany.org
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performing on five different stages throughout the downtown core.  

 

The Festival has a children’s show, a show for artists 18 years old and younger, some song 

writing contests, and of course food and craft booths. Well over 10,000 people attend each 

year. It’s one of the signature events we have highlighting the resurgence of the downtown 

area. 

 

The Festival will take place this year on May 6th and 7th. Coming on Saturday, December 

17th, they’re holding a fundraiser event at the Unitarian Universalist church on 22nd Street. I 

was married in that church – and we held our reception in Goddard Hall where this event 

will be held. 

 

Below is the flyer advertising this event. Local music, local non-profit, local great event. If 

you’re free on the 17th, all of the time and place information is shown on the flyer. 
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And if there was any question that the zoo is a great, family-friendly place to visit during 

the holiday season, I’ll let eight-month-old Corbin be the judge: 

They’re in the middle of Zoo Lights, will have Cookies with the Clauses, and even some 

zoo winter camps for the kids. Check them out at www.reidparkzoo.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Steve Kozachik 

Council Member, Ward 6 

Ward6@tucsonaz.gov 

 

Events and Entertainment 
4th Avenue Winter Street Fair 

December 9 – 11, 2016 | 10 am – 6 pm 

4th Avenue, between University Blvd and 9th St 

The Fourth Avenue Street Fair brings together 400+ arts and crafts booths, 35+ food 

vendors, two stages, street musicians, jugglers, carnival food, a kids' art area, face 

painting, balloons, and more. www.fourthavenue.org/general-information  

 

ZOOlights 

December 7 – 23, 2016 | 6 pm – 8 pm each day 

Reid Park Zoo, 3400 Zoo Court 

ZOOlights at Reid Park Zoo is guaranteed to put you in the winter spirit with jingle bells, 

twinkling lights, lighted animal sculptures, visits with Santa, and live entertainment 

nightly through December 23. Cinnamon rolls, s'mores and hot cocoa will be available for 

purchase. Most animals will be off exhibit for this event. "Encore" nights will be held 

December 26, 27, 28, 29 (no entertainment or Santa). reidparkzoo.org/event/zoo-lights-

2016  

http://www.reidparkzoo.org
http://www.fourthavenue.org/general-information
https://reidparkzoo.org/event/zoo-lights-2016/
https://reidparkzoo.org/event/zoo-lights-2016/


Downtown Parade of Lights 

Saturday, December 17. 2016 | 6:30 pm, additional events throughout the day 

The Downtown Tucson Partnership presents the 22nd Annual Downtown Parade of Lights, 

featuring holiday-themed floats, vehicles, and entertainers. Enjoy the day downtown by 

visiting Santa Claus at the Historic Train Depot, shopping at new downtown retailers, or 

enjoying a treat from a downtown restaurant.  www.downtowntucson.org/visit/parade-of-

lights  

 

Ongoing 
 

Tucson Botanical Gardens, 2150 N Alvernon Way | www.tucsonbotanical.org 

“Frida Kahlo: Art, Garden, Life” Exhibit, October 10, 2016 – May 31, 2017 

 

Southern Arizona Transportation Museum, 414 N Toole Ave | 

www.tucsonhistoricdepot.org  

 

UA Mineral Museum, 1601 E University Blvd | www.uamineralmuseum.org 

 

Jewish History Museum, 564 S Stone Ave | www.jewishhistorymuseum.org 

 

Fox Theatre, 17 W Congress St | www.FoxTucsonTheatre.org 

 

Hotel Congress, 311 E Congress St | hotelcongress.com 

 

Loft Cinema, 3233 E Speedway Blvd | www.loftcinema.com 
 

Rialto Theatre, 318 E Congress St | www.rialtotheatre.com 

 

Arizona State Museum, 1013 E University Blvd | www.statemuseum.arizona.edu 

 

Arizona Theater Company, 330 S Scott Ave | www.arizonatheatre.org 

 

The Rogue Theatre, The Historic Y, 300 E University Blvd | www.theroguetheatre.org 

 

Tucson Museum of Art, 140 N Main Ave | www.TucsonMusuemofArt.org 

 

Tucson Convention Center, 260 S Church St | tucsonconventioncenter.com  

 

Meet Me at Maynards, 311 E Congress St | www.MeetMeatMaynards.com 

A social walk/run through the Downtown area. Every Monday, rain or shine, holidays too! 

Check-in begins at 5:15pm. 

 

Mission Garden, 929 W Mission Ln | www.tucsonbirthplace.org  

A living agricultural museum and ethnobotanical garden at the site of Tucson's Birthplace 

(the foot of "A-Mountain"). For guided tours call 520-777-9270. 

 

Children's Museum Tucson, 200 S 6th Ave | www.childernsmuseumtucson.org 
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http://www.downtowntucson.org/visit/parade-of-lights
http://www.downtowntucson.org/visit/parade-of-lights
http://www.tucsonbotanical.org
http://www.tucsonhistoricdepot.org
http://www.uamineralmuseum.org
http://www.jewishhistorymuseum.org
http://www.FoxTucsonTheatre.org
http://hotelcongress.com
http://www.loftcinema.com
http://www.rialtotheatre.com/
http://www.statemuseum.arizona.edu
http://www.arizonatheatre.org/
http://www.theroguetheatre.org
http://www.TucsonMusuemofArt.org
http://tucsonconventioncenter.com/event-calendar/
file:///C:/Users/mthrash1/AppData/Local/Temp/XPgrpwise/www.MeetMeatMaynards.com
http://www.tucsonbirthplace.org
tel:5207779270
http://www.childernsmuseumtucson.org

