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Orlando, Florida is back in the news for gun 

violence this week. You’ll recall that it was 

the scene of the massacre of 49 people in the 

Pulse Nightclub last year. This time, a sheriff 

issuing a warrant suffered multiple gunshot 

wounds before shooting and killing the 20-

year-old guy on whom he was serving the 

warrant. There’s nothing safe about law 

enforcement work. 

 

On March 1st, a 24-year-old young man was found shot to death in Toledo, Ohio. 

This one might be suicide, but it is under investigation. If it is self-imposed, it’s yet 

another example of a troubled person who could have benefitted from behavioral 

health intervention. And by way of reminder, Congress wants to allow people who 

need third-party intervention to handle their daily affairs to be taken off the 

prohibited possessor list. 
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Continued: A Message From Steve 

Ward 6 Office 
791-4601 

 
Tucson Police 
Department 

911 or nonemergency 
791-6813 

 

Water Issues 
791-3242/800-598-9449 
Emergency: 791-4133 

 

Street Maintenance 
791-3154 

 
Graffiti Removal 

792-2489  
 

Abandoned 
Shopping Carts  

791-3171 
 

Neighborhood 
Resources  
837-5013 

 

SunTran/SunLink 
792-9222 

TDD: 628-1565 
 

Environmental 
Services 
791-3171 

 
Park Tucson 

791-5071 
 

Planning and 
Development 

Services 791-5550 
 

Pima Animal Care 
Center 

724-5900 
 

Pima County Vector 
Control 

Cockroaches 724-3401 

Important 

Phone Numbers 

Last Tuesday in Van, Texas, a 68-year-old man shot and killed his 67-year-old wife and 

20-year-old daughter. Two other family members escaped when the shooting began. The 

shooter then took his own life. 

 

This week’s half-staff section includes people who were married for decades, a young guy 

possibly committing suicide, and a 20-year-old being served a warrant. There’s no single 

demographic that captures gun violence in our country. 

 

State Legislature – Shooting in the City 

And now we see yet another attempt in the Arizona State Legislature to make shooting in 

our cities easier to get away with. Under current law, discharging a weapon within a mile 

of a residence is considered criminal negligence. I’ll include a Red Line of the bill, 

HB2287, showing what they want to change. 

 

First, notice ‘with criminal negligence’ is now changed to ‘knowingly or recklessly.’ That 

means if you fire your gun within city limits, it’s no longer criminally negligent – they 

have to prove it was reckless and knowing. Remember Shannon’s Law, where a 14-year-

old girl was hit by a stray bullet. They never found the shooter. That’s when the 

legislature decided it was wise to declare shooting a gun in the city was criminally 

negligent. Now victims will need to prove it wasn’t an accident.  

 

13-3107. Unlawful discharge of firearms; exceptions; classification; definitions 
A. A person who with criminal negligence KNOWINGLY OR RECKLESSLY discharges a 
firearm within or into the limits of any municipality is guilty of a class 6 felony. 
 
Oh, and it’s also no longer a mile from a residence. The Legislature wants you to be 

allowed to accidentally shoot your gun within a quarter mile of a home before any of this 

kicks in. 

 
8. More than one ONE-FOURTH mile from any occupied structure as defined in section 
13-3101. 
 
There’s a gun fetish going on up in Phoenix. I’ll continue with the half-staff notices to 

keep front and center the need for gun safety legislation, not laws that make the use of a 

gun less of an issue to be taken seriously.   

 
Stand Your Ground 

While I’d like to hope this is true, the State Legislature is 

generally bad theater, so I’m expecting we may well see 

what’s now on stage in Florida coming to Phoenix. That’s 

the attempt by the Florida State Legislature to flip the 

burden of proof on Stand Your Ground shootings so that the 

State has to prove the shooter was not acting in self-defense. 

Stand Your Ground is a series of laws in which a shooter is 
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Senator John 
McCain  (R) 
520-670-6334   

 

Senator Jeff  
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520-575-8633  
 

Congresswoman 
Martha McSally (R)  

(2nd District) 
(202) 225-2542   

Tucson Office: 520-
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Congressman 
Raul Grijalva (D) 

(3th District)  
520-622-6788  

 

Governor Doug 
Ducey (R) 

602-542-4331  
Tucson office:  
520-628-6580 

 

Mayor Jonathan 
Rothschild 

520-791-4201  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZoomTucson Map 
http://

maps.tucsonaz.gov
/zoomTucson/ 

given immunity in shooting another person if the shooter can demonstrate that he or she was 

acting in self-defense. The law gained national notoriety after the shooting of Trayvon 

Martin several years ago. Over 20 states have similar laws which say people can use deadly 

force if they’re defending themselves. If shooters invoke that defense, they must 

demonstrate that they were in fact acting defensively and out of fear for their lives. 

 

If Florida changes its law, the burden 

of proof would shift to the state – that 

is, the prosecutor – to show the person 

was not acting in self-defense. I shoot 

somebody, claim self-defense, and the 

state must prove I’m lying.  

 

Arizona often leads in novel gun 

cases. In this case, it’s Florida. Don’t 

be surprised if something similar ends 

up being floated in Phoenix. The sense 

of the bill is fully consistent with the 

tenor of our own legislature and its 

gun bills. 

 

State Supreme Court 

We took our case on breaking guns to the State Supreme Court last week. I’ve spoken to 

people who were in the room during the hearing, and I can tell you that based on how the 

questioning went, it’s anybody’s guess what the Court will do. It has several issues to 

decide. 

 

First, the court needs to rule on whether the case should even be heard at the Supreme Court 

before a lower court hearing. As you may recall, SB1487, the legislation through which the 

case was raised, directs the AG to go straight to the Supremes when a legislator pitches a fit 

about one of our ordinances. That’s the case even if the AG thinks we “may be” in violation 

of State statute. The Court needs to decide whether that part of 1487 is proper. 

 

That leads to another question in front of the Court: is 1487 “severable.” That means, can 

they declare parts of it illegal without the whole thing coming apart? Call it this year’s 

legislative house of cards. 

 

Can the bill stand if the jurisdiction piece is ruled illegal? 

The bill also calls for the city to pay a $60M bond just to 

take our case to court. Can the Court declare that an 

illegal filing fee and still let the rest of the bill stand? 

What about the bill’s due process and separation of 

powers flaws? And then there are the guts of 1487, which 

impose the penalty of taking away most of our state 

shared tax revenues. For us, that would amount to about 

$115M. If the Court severed that from 1487, it would 

render the impact of the bill relatively meaningless. And  
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yet, the question remains as to whether taking those dollars from the City is legal as 

written in the bill. 

 

The Court also needs to decide whether our policy of destroying some of the guns we get 

is a local issue or is a matter of statewide concern. That is, does our Charter prevail over 

the State’s desire to force us to sell every gun that comes into our possession? The AG 

says if we break guns and take them out of circulation, it increases the price in the 

marketplace and so has a negative effect on the Second Amendment right to own a gun. 

He also says having more guns in circulation makes us a safer community, so if the City 

breaks some, we’re less safe. That makes our policy a state issue because it falls under the 

state’s policing powers. We – and I – believe that’s foolish. We’ll see what the Court says. 

 

The Court could do any number of things with that series of questions. For one, they 

could send the whole mess to the Superior Court and let the facts be decided on each 

question at that level so they have a record to consider when it got back to them on appeal. 

I think that’s a likely outcome. 

 

The Court could also render a decision on the constitutionality of 1487 – hopefully 

finding it so fundamentally flawed that they toss out this whole silly legal challenge. If 

that happened, just as the D.C. administration is talking about recrafting their refugee and 

immigrant executive orders, the State would more than likely go back and try to craft 

another punitive bill to keep us from exercising local authority when it comes to 

destroying some guns. That’s their history. 

 

The Court could also answer parts of the questions that are in front of it and send the rest 

back to the Superior Court for argument. For example, they could conceivably say we’re 

preempted by the State from breaking guns, but that the sanctions called out in 1487 need 

to be tried to test their legality at a lower Court.  

 

As I said at the outset of this section, nobody with whom I’ve spoken who was in the 

room during arguments has a clue as to what to expect. This entire legal waste of 

resources began because one legislator in Oro Valley thinks we should sell every gun we 

own back into circulation, regardless of the desires of the prior owners, regardless of 

whether it may have been used in a crime, and regardless of its condition.  

 

One of the questions asked of the attorney from the AG’s Office had to do with home rule. 

It went like this: If the court decides that cities are preempted from breaking guns by the 

state, would a future legislature similarly have the power to pass a bill requiring cities to 

destroy all of the guns they possess and not sell any? Should he side with his State 

preemption buddies and say “yes,” or side with his pro-gun buddies and say it’s never 

okay to break a gun? Those are the horns of the kind of dilemmas this legislation results 

in. 

 

We’ll see soon how the Court decides these several issues. In the meantime, I’m sure the 

State is working on some equally well-crafted laws, dealing with some equally significant 

issues – on your tax dime. 
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Hate Crimes 

Since the election, there have been over 100 

reported threats called into Jewish Community 

Centers and day schools nationwide. Last week, 

our own JCC experienced a bomb threat. 

Thankfully it turned out to be a hoax. When calls 

are received, they’re of course taken seriously. 

They prompt evacuations and bomb searches. 

They force schoolchildren and employees from 

school buildings, pushing infants in cribs out into parking lots – a complete waste of 

resources and a very sad expression of what has evidently been latent racism existing in our 

midst. Now, those who hold those views feel empowered to act out.  

 

We’ve seen four mosque burnings across the country since the election. We’ve seen 

headstones knocked over in three Jewish cemeteries. Last week, a couple from India was 

shot. And you’ve read about the detentions at airports. 

 

As they should have, the courts struck down the initial executive order in which the 

administration called for the banning of refugees from certain countries. But the rhetoric of 

the campaign evidently set in place the idea in many people’s minds that it’s now okay to 

act on your racist fears and hatreds. 

 

In Tucson, it’s not okay. We’re soon going to see the final language on our local hate crime 

ordinance. It’ll pass unanimously. Jonathan was right in being quoted as suggesting these 

sorts of actions are terrorism. 

 

In Tucson, we have a group that has been 

working successfully to empower our refugee 

population in ways that allow its members to 

become productive partners in our community. 

Iskashitaa Refugee Network works with the UA 

to teach English to refugees. Its volunteers work with kids, ages pre-school through 12th 

grade, on academics. The UA College of Medicine offers health services to the refugees 

through Iskashitaa. For the past four years, the organization has hosted annual gatherings 

where refugees prepare and share dishes from their home countries, community potlucks, 

garden parties at their community gardens, and plenty more. Services have gone to and 

come from the refugees who are connected with Barbara Eiswerth and her staff at 

Iskashitaa.  

 

Tucson is not defined by the hatful acts you see on the news, the bomb threats at Jewish 

Community Centers, mosque vandalism, or any of the other examples of such behavior. It’s 

sad that such an ugly underbelly exists. 

 

If you’d like to get involved with what Iskashitaa is doing, you can connect with them 

through their website, www.iskashitaa.org. They’re doing great work, countering the 

negativity the media devotes too much space to covering. 

 
 

http://www.iskashitaa.org
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Arts Event 

Last week I teased the upcoming arts event I’m cohosting with the Arts Foundation folks. 

Now we have the date and time set, and a call to artists is out so you can sign up to 

participate. This is in response to the proposed reduction in funding for the National 

Endowment for the Arts. Debi and I felt the response should be a Tucson celebration of the 

arts, in all of its forms. That’s what our event will be. 

 

This is not – this is not – solely for “professional artists.” Of course if you sell your work, 

you’re also welcome. This event is for anybody who paints, doodles, sings in clubs or in 

the shower, does poetry for the UA Center, or writes in a Dr. Seuss meter. If you would 

like to share your work and celebrate your piece of the arts, you’re encouraged to sign up. 

 

We’re allotting four to five minutes per person or group. That’s to give a chance for a wide 

expression from the broad community. Dance – paint – sing – poems – short indie videos – 

anything that falls under the umbrella of art. I expect we’ll see some culinary ‘art’ 

displayed too. 

 

The theme is Tucson – People, Politics and Culture. That’s broad, intentionally. It’s broad 

in order to allow free expression (within family-friendly parameters) of how you’re 

feeling, how Tucson reflects the arts community, our culture, our people, our politics – it’s 

all fair game, with the caveat we are civil and celebratory. 

 

The Arts Foundation for Tucson and Southern Arizona is gathering the entries. We need to 

know you’re coming so we can begin slotting people into approximate time slots. If you 

have a preference for time of day, let us know. If you’re not planning on sharing, come and 

take it all in. This is a community giving and receiving event. It’s free. It’s non-

commercial. It’s us giving a Tucson-style nudge back against the NEA defunding that’s 

being talked about in D.C. 

 

The loss of funding is significant. The message it sends may be even more significant. Our 

event is therefore supremely important right now. 
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Right to Die Legislation 

Well, not really the Right to Die law I was advocating for with Compassion and Choices, 

but here’s a very small step toward honoring people’s wishes at the end of their lives. It’s 

HB2076. In reality, all it does is make electronic records of people’s end of life decisions 

available to their physicians. 
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I didn’t know this, but Arizona has a registry, maintained by the Secretary of State’s 

Office, that contains people’s advanced directives. You can make an official record of 

your living will, your assignment of medical power of attorney, and your wishes regarding 

the extent of the measures that should be taken if you become incapacitated. The 

documents are stored electronically, and you can access them anytime you want. But you 

need a password, which you assign to the file. 

 

An issue arises when a person has an accident or illness that renders them unable to access 

the records – or to tell others the password so they can do it. HB2076 is intended to 

remedy that by allowing your health care provider to go into the registry and pull out the 

records under those circumstances. Here’s the operative piece of the bill: 

 
AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 36-3295, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES; 
RELATING TO THE HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVES REGISTRY.  
 
[A] provider may access the registry and receive a patient's health care directive 
documents for the provision of health care services by submitting the patient's file 
number and password. 
 
They haven’t passed it through the State Senate yet, but it passed the House on a 60-0 

vote.  

 

If you don’t have advanced directives, now’s as good a time as any to get them in place. 

And if you do and they are on the state registry, let your doctor know your password. If 

this bill is finally adopted, that may be the only way for your wishes to be honored if you 

have a catastrophic event. 

 
Military Families – Deportation 

I recently wrote some letters in support of recruits as they made commitments to military 

service. In each case, the recruit was preparing to make sacrifices, possibly including 

leaving family members behind, should they have to go overseas to defend our nation’s 

interests. There’s a policy called “Parole in Place” through which family members of 

those serving in the military are held harmless from certain legal processes. One of those 

is deportation if a family member is not a legal resident of the country. That is, if your 

spouse does not have ‘papers’ and you’re overseas serving, she won’t be deported. 

 

That policy was implemented in 2013 by the Department of Homeland Security at the 

request of the Department of Defense (DOD). The DOD wanted to prevent the deportation 

of spouses, parents, and children of active-duty service members. The immigration orders 

crafted by the Trump administration two weeks ago rescinded the Parole in Place policy. 

 

The new enforcement directive could have made it clear that ICE was not to round up and 

deport spouses of service members. Instead, the directive eliminated protections based on 

what’s called a “specified class or category of aliens.” One of those ‘classes’ is military 

families. 

 

I write this here because we have Davis-Monthan Air Force Base locally. That means 

some people in our community may have been placed at risk of being deported while a 
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partner serving is overseas. If you know of such a family, you may want to advise them of 

what was done. And you may wish to advocate with our Congressional delegation to 

immediately fix at the very least this portion of the rule changes coming at us from D.C. 

 

Private Prisons 

Another change that went under the radar screen as far as local coverage is concerned has to 

do with subsidizing private prisons. You may recall that near the end of his presidency, 

Obama signaled that the Department of Justice was phasing out contracts with private 

prisons. The Trump administration reversed that direction. It announced that the DOJ is to 

continue its policy of using for-profit prisons, despite the finding that they’re both less safe 

and less cost effective than publicly-run prisons. 

 

Publicly-run prisons don’t operate on the basis of needing bodies in cells to make a profit. 

That perverse incentive to keep people locked up forms the basis for how the private 

industry makes money. Their stock prices reflected that as soon as they knew the Obama 

policy was ending. These graphs make the case pretty clearly: 

 

 

 

  

Those stock charts show what happened to GEO and CCA, the two main private prison 

companies, the day after the election. There are multiple issues that matter related to the use 
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of these facilities. Those include safety, cost, and whether for-profit prisons serve any 

rehabilitative function. But beyond that, it’s hard to avoid some concerning connecting-of-

the-dots when it comes to who may be targeted for warehousing in CCA and GEO cells in 

the future. Don’t forget these facilities need prisoners in order to make shareholders 

happy, and recent executive orders related to immigrants and refugees – including the now

-rescinded Parole in Place policy – could mean a lot more incarceration going forward. 

 

New AG Jeff Sessions announced this new policy reversal in a brief, four sentence memo.  

Note that it doesn’t address cost or safety of the public.  

 

Keep an eye on the media for reports as to how these facilities are being filled. And if 

you’re inclined to invest in the ‘industry,’ you may have missed your entry point. 

 

Trafficking Victims 

Another vulnerable group includes the victims of sex trafficking. I’ve written about our 

work at the Ward 6 office with them in the past. Now I’ve got some data from recently-

completed research that identifies just how widespread this problem is, who’s captured in 

it, and why it’s so tough to bring the victims out. The work I’m sharing is that of the ASU 

School of Social Work. Dominique Roe-Sepowitz runs the program. She was an integral 

part of the recent trafficking forum we hosted at The Loft, and of all the people working 

on this issue statewide, Dominique is at the head of the class. 

 



P A G E  1 1  

Tucson’s Birthday 

The report took a one-year snapshot of sex trafficking cases in the Las Vegas area. That’s 

relevant to Tucson because Vegas is a part of a circuit that includes the victims who pass 

through here. They worked with over 150 cases – which is a tiny fraction of the total 

number of victims who suffered during the year of the study. The fact that they could only 

include that small piece of the picture demonstrates the common feature of a lack of victim 

cooperation with law enforcement that accompanies this issue. In addition, over half of the 

juvenile victims didn’t even have a missing person report in the national reporting system. 

So between the fear that causes the girls to resist cooperating and potentially escaping the 

subculture, and the failure of loved ones to even report they’re missing, studying the issue is 

a really tough lift. 

 

Violence is a pervasive theme throughout the sex trafficking scene. Online ‘escort’ services 

such as Backpage.com are the most common way victims are ‘marketed.’ And sadly, the 

factors surrounding this crime end up with some very poor case outcomes when it comes to 

prosecuting traffickers. 

 

When you realize the majority of the 

victims are subjected to physical 

violence, including assault and 

assault with an object or a deadly 

weapon, it’s not as surprising 

they’re afraid to ‘out’ their 

trafficker. 

 

 

This chart was instructive to me. It 

shows how the victims described the 

person who first began trafficking 

them.  

One of the ladies who spoke at The Loft event was trafficked by her boyfriend. They had 

established a relationship that lasted even through the time she was completing her basic 

training for the military. When she met him after the graduation ceremony, he forced her 

into the industry through physical beatings. 

 

I mentioned that Vegas is a part of the same circuit as Tucson. In the study Dominique’s 

group conducted, 20% of the victims to whom they had access had been brought to Vegas 

for the purpose of being trafficked, 30% of the traffickers had recently travelled to Vegas 

for the purpose of trafficking, and 80% of them had criminal histories with an average of 12 

arrests. These aren’t choir boys out on a lark. 
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When you combine the data from this study this picture emerges: Most of the victims are 

dragged into this violent subculture by friends, boyfriends, or family members. They’re 

sold through common internet sites, and the traffickers maintain control through 

physically violent means. 

 

I touch on this topic from time to time for a couple of reasons. First, if you have kids, 

teach them that the internet is not a safe place to ‘hook up.’ Second, it’s worth a reminder 

that sex trafficking begins with victims as young teens. The predators who work the 

industry are here in Tucson. This is very much a local issue. If your kid’s attitude is that 

‘it’ll never happen to me,’ that’s a very dangerous false sense of security. 

 

Water News 

Recently, I wrote about the impending shutdown of the coal-fired Navajo Generating 

Station (NGS). It’s a local water issue because the CAP relies on the NGS for the vast 

majority of its electricity. They’ll now have to find alternate energy sources to pump our 

water upstream to Tucson. Because those sources are likely going to be less costly than 

coal, the current thought is that ‘losing’ Navajo will have a positive impact on our water 

rates. Last week, it was reported that both the Navajo and Hopi tribes are working with the 

Feds to keep the NGS up and operating after all. 

 

That chunk of coal comes from the 

Kayenta coal mine. They ship 240 

rail cars of coal to the NGS every 

day. Between that mine and the 

Navajo Generating Station, over 

750 members of the Navajo and 

Hopi tribes are employed in well-

paid jobs. Unemployment on those 

reservations is nearly 50%. In 

addition, the surrounding small 

communities depend on the 

operation and payroll of the mine 

and power plant to support their 

businesses. Losing those jobs 

would be a major economic blow to the tribes and to that region’s economy.  

 

In last week’s CAP News, it was reported that the tribes are split about evenly on whether 

or not to fight for the NGS. The economics are clear. The other side is the environmental 

position; the pollution caused by the station is what drove the interest in shutting it down 

to begin with. I can understand the dilemma they’re facing in making this decision.  

 

Right now, the plan is to end the NGS operation after 2019. The current negotiations 

would keep both the plant and the mine running beyond that. Given that the utilities need 

to begin dismantling the plant if they’re going to hit their ’19 target, the negotiating is 

going on at a rapid pace. I’ll let you know what comes of it. CAP power rates – and your 

water rates – are factors hanging in the balance. 

 

I also recently wrote about subsidence. Remember the graphic of Mexico City and how a 

Photo by Mark Henle, The Republic 
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canal there is experiencing structural problems due to grade shifting? The cause is over-

pumping of the aquifer. I also shared that Tucson Water is working with the U.S. 

Geological Survey to keep track of subsidence levels in our own water service area. The 

CAP also collects such data to make sure our canal doesn’t suffer the fate of the one in 

Mexico City. 

 

This map shows where subsidence is occurring along the CAP route.  

You can see from the graphic how much better we’re doing in managing our aquifer than 

they’re doing in other areas along the canal. When planning the CAP, engineers studied 

where subsidence was occurring or was likely to occur. Where it was more likely, they 

designed structural support measures into the canal. That work is paying off today. 

 

The CAP joins Tucson Water in monitoring subsidence. The goal is to be proactive in 

identifying potential trouble spots. The best defense against our over-pumping is 

conservation. The next best defense is the CAP itself.  

 

When we see foolish legislation proposed at the state level that would facilitate over-

pumping in order to allow for new development, we oppose it. We have a team up in 

Phoenix tracking that type of bill. It’s science bumping up against growth. I’ll continue 

falling in on the side of science. 

 
Alamo Wash Basin Study 

Last summer, when midtown got slammed with a couple of 100-year storm events, I began 

prodding for some stormwater management projects to be done to help mitigate a 

reoccurrence this year. A 1995 list of projects, few of which had been acted upon, was 

shared with me. I floated it up the bureaucratic food chain. There is currently a group of 
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people looking at those projects and others to help stem the flow this year. While nothing 

short of the local analog of Hoover Dam would have helped last summer, we can do small 

projects to help to manage lesser monsoon rainstorms. 

 

The Pima County Flood Control District (FCD) is also conducting a study of the entire 

Alamo Wash Basin. The goal is to learn where flooding is happening within the 

boundaries of that whole basin and use the FCD money you’re already paying to identify 

strategies for avoiding damage to property. As a part of that study, they want to gather 

data about where damage has already occurred.  The study area overlaps Wards 6, 2, and 

4, so this is a big envelope they’re looking at. Here’s the map of the area for which they’re 

gathering data: 
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The data they’re after is just like what the Palo Verde and Garden District neighbors 

provided to us last summer after their own flooding. The FCD needs examples of flooding 

incidents, the number of incidents you’ve experienced the magnitude of damage, and photos 

if you happen to have any. 

 

That area incorporates 20 neighborhoods. If you live in any of them, and you have had 

issues with flooding, please share that with the project team. Send any information 

you’ve got to their project manager, Sandy Steichen (sandy.steichen@pima.gov) or their 

outreach coordinator Nanette Pageau (Nanette@kaneenpr.com). Or you can send it to us 

and we’ll pass it along. 

 

There will be an open house on Wednesday, March 22nd out at Sky Island High School 

(6000 E. 14th St.) to talk about the study. That meeting will run from 6:00 pm until 7:30 pm. 

They need the data by April 21st in order to incorporate it into their work. 

 

I have shared with the FCD folks with whom I met that the pace of this process is troubling. 

But the good news is that there are two different tracks down which the midtown work is 

travelling. One is the project list I’ve already mentioned. The other is that as the Alamo 

Wash study gets moving, a similar study of the Christmas Wash will begin. Having all of 

that work going on at once gives us a much better chance of bringing some meaningful 

flood mitigation to the table sooner than later – certainly not 25 years from now, as has been 

the case with the 1995 project list. 

 

 
There’s nothing more Local Tucson than our partners 

at Visit Tucson. They market the city and region – 

and without their work, our community would be 

much less than what it is. For the Local Tucson item this week, I’m going to highlight a 

variety of aspects of Visit Tucson’s work. First, this online digital travel guide. 

 

Click the links below. You can find information about where to stay, where to eat, what to 

do – anything you’d need to know as a visitor to Tucson and the area. If you have relatives 

or friends who live in other cities, forward a link and invite them for a visit. And make sure 

they bring their checkbooks. These guides are distributed in hard copy at the airport, in hotel 

rooms, and at visitors’ centers. But the online versions are easy to share nationwide: 

Official Travel Guide        Professional Planners Edition        Destination Downtown 
 

Of course, any mention of Visit Tucson wouldn’t be complete without an update on what 

the film office is up to. As a lead into that, this graphic: 

 

It’s a scene from the original 1933 version of “King 

Kong,” starring Fay Wray. She was famous for her 

scream. I share this because the movie is celebrating 

the 84th anniversary of its first screening in New York 

(birthday – March 1st, 1933). At the time, the 

animations and the image of a 50-foot-tall ape climbing 

the Empire State Building were novelties. My brother 

Pete, who was inspired by that as a kid, created his own 

mailto:sandy.steichen@pima.gov
mailto:Nanette@kaneenpr.com
http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/MaddenMedia/totg_ddt17/2017011602/#0
http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/MaddenMedia/totg_ddt_tppe17/2017011601/#0
http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/MaddenMedia/destination-downtown-tucson-ddt17/2017011001/#0
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8mm version of the film, complete with animation, and eventually ended up making films 

on the big screen himself. He was nominated for 

an Oscar for this show: 

 

They had a crew of 120 workers and used 20 

sound stages in the filming. In its first run, the 

show earned $50M in the U.S. alone. It was 

nominated for the Academy’s Best Visual Effects 

(meaningful to me because Pete was Director of 

Photography) and the Hugo Award for Best 

Dramatic Presentation. It also won the Saturn 

Award for Best Fantasy Film, an Elfman 

nomination for Best Music, and several others. 

Long journey for Pete from the 8mm foam 

rubber Kong he shot in our back yard. In addition 

to Nightmare, he worked on Corps Bride, James 

and the Giant Peach, Honey I Shrunk the Kids, 

Star Wars: Episode II, and a bunch more. That, 

along with Tucson’s rich film history, is the back 

story as to why I’m such a supporter of the work 

Shelli Hall and her crew are doing to reinvigorate 

the film industry in this area. 

 

We can get back into that game locally if the state invests in a film incentive package. So 

far, though, Shelli and her group are doing what they can with the local incentives we and 

the county have been able to toss on the table. Add to that her own hard work. 

 

Film Tucson brought in a national Subaru commercial that netted $450K to the area, 

including 120 room nights. They shot out in Coronado National Forest. Also, for the third 

straight year, Ervine (a home shopping network) broadcast live from the Starr Pass Resort. 

They highlighted the Gem & Mineral Show. Their direct spend was $300K, including 68 

room nights. 

 

Shoots that are in the works for March include Garmin, which is coming for some 

commercials, and the FX Channel with the lead for a TV pilot that’ll take place along the 

U.S.-Mexico border. You may remember last fall when FX came here to shoot a Spanish-

language TV series, Run Coyote Run. Treat them right and they return. If we had a bigger 

incentive package, we’d be players in the larger film market. 

 

Kudos to Visit Tucson’s whole staff for the great work they do in marketing our region. 

We at the Ward 6 office appreciate all of their efforts.  

 

Another Neighborhood Project Opportunity 

Tucson Electric Power is awarding $135K to some local non-profits. The selected groups 

will submit applications for work in areas related to education, the environment, or limited

-income assistance. They’ll allocate $125K of it to Pima County applicants and another 

$10K to those in the White Mountains community. 

 



P A G E  1 7  

Tucson’s Birthday 

Pima County programs may receive grants ranging from $10K up to $50K. You can find an 

application form at the TEP website – www.tep.com/community. They’ve already started 

reviewing applications and will continue taking them through March 29th. 

 
In order to be eligible, your group needs to be able to show at least three years of financial 

stability. No less than 85% of the grant has to go directly to the program, not to 

administrative costs. 

 

Age-Friendly Cities 

One final quick note. Last week, we were 

notified that the WHO has accepted our 

application into the Global Network of 

Age-Friendly Cities and Communities. 

That begins our work to gather data related 

to services we already provide. We’ll follow that up with ways we might expand those 

services in order to better provide for our elderly residents. 

 

My office will be working with the Elder Alliance in gathering those data. If you’d like to 

join in that work, we’d love to have the help. If we’re going to be effective, this has to be a 

partnership. If you’re interested, give us a call (791.4601) or drop us an email. Or call the 

Elder Alliance directly at 624.4691. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Steve Kozachik 

Council Member, Ward 6 

Ward6@tucsonaz.gov 

http://www.tep.com/community
mailto:Ward6@tucsonaz.gov
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Events and Entertainment 
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Tucson’s Birthday 


