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A week ago on the southwest side of town, 

police found the body of a 37-year-old guy 

with multiple gunshot wounds. The suspect 

in the killing was caught a few days later. 

 

In Whittier, California, a gang member who 

had recently been released from prison shot 

and killed a police officer and wounded 

another. Both were responding to a call for a traffic accident. 

 

And in Olathe, Kansas, a 51-year-old guy shot and killed one and wounded another 

in what is being investigated as a possible hate crime. Witnesses said the shooter 

was using racial slurs aimed at a couple from India before the killing. Last week we 

put into motion our own local hate crimes ordinance. That story is included here, 

below. 

 

Last week in my review of our Arizona Supreme Court case, I noted the state’s 

claim that there are significantly more instances where guns are used defensively 

than in the commission of a crime. They included in their brief to the State 

Supreme Court that there are about “two and a half million defensive uses of 
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Continued: A Message From Steve 

Ward 6 Office 
791-4601 

 
Tucson Police 
Department 

911 or nonemergency 
791-6813 

 

Water Issues 
791-3242/800-598-9449 
Emergency: 791-4133 

 

Street Maintenance 
791-3154 

 
Graffiti Removal 

792-2489  
 

Abandoned 
Shopping Carts  

791-3171 
 

Neighborhood 
Resources  
837-5013 

 

SunTran/SunLink 
792-9222 

TDD: 628-1565 
 

Environmental 
Services 
791-3171 

 
Park Tucson 

791-5071 
 

Planning and 
Development 

Services 791-5550 
 

Pima Animal Care 
Center 

724-5900 
 

Pima County Vector 
Control 

Cockroaches 724-3401 
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firearms each year.” A reader shared with me a series of reports that studied that claim. 

Here are a couple of citations from the review: 

 

National Crime Victimization Survey 
A 1994 study examined NCVS data and concluded that between 1987 and 1990, there 

were approximately 258,460 incidents in which firearms were used defensively in the 

United States, for an annual average of 64,615. The same study said that "Firearm self-

defense is rare compared with gun crimes." 

 

Even if there are 64,615 examples of defensive uses of guns annually, that’s a bit short of 

the 2.5M the state claims in its brief. And this – 

 

Hemenway Research 
In 2000, Hemenway published a survey which found that "Guns are used to threaten and 

intimidate far more often than they are used in self defense"; also that year, he published 

another survey which found that "criminal gun use is far more common than self-defense 

gun use." Both of these surveys argued that many defensive gun uses may not be in the best 

interests of society. 

 

There were others demonstrating that where guns are used in a home, more often than not 

they’re used to intimidate a household member (domestic violence) than for defense 

related purposes. And other studies noted these general facts: 

 

A study published in 2013 by the Violence Policy Center, using five years of nationwide 

statistics (2007-2011) compiled by the Federal Bureau of Investigation found that 

defensive gun uses occur an average of 67,740 times per year. 

 

Again, that’s a bit less than the 2.5 million cited in the State’s brief. 

 

And this: 

 

A 1995 study led by Arthur Kellermann, which examined 198 home invasion crimes in 

Atlanta, Georgia, found that in only three of these cases did victims use guns for self-

protection. Of these three, none were injured, but one lost property. The authors 

concluded that “Although firearms are often kept in the home for protection, they are 

rarely used for this purpose.” 

 

And finally this quote: 

 

A 2004 study surveyed the records of a Phoenix, Arizona newspaper, as well as police 

and court records, and found a total of three instances of defensive gun use over a 3.5 

month period. In contrast, Kleck and Gertz’s study would predict that the police should 

have noticed more than 98 DGU killings or woundings and 236 DGU firings at 

adversaries during this time. 
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Senator John 
McCain  (R) 
520-670-6334   

 

Senator Jeff  
Flake (R) 

520-575-8633  
 

Congresswoman 
Martha McSally (R)  

(2nd District) 
(202) 225-2542   

Tucson Office: 520-
881-3588 

 

Congressman 
Raul Grijalva (D) 

(3th District)  
520-622-6788  

 

Governor Doug 
Ducey (R) 

602-542-4331  
Tucson office:  
520-628-6580 

 

Mayor Jonathan 
Rothschild 

520-791-4201  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZoomTucson Map 
http://

maps.tucsonaz.gov
/zoomTucson/ 

It’s worth noting that it is the Kleck research the state cited in its brief. I don’t know what 

level of fact-checking the court does when evaluating briefs, but if it does any, it’ll debunk 

what the AG is arguing in terms of the allegation the safety of the public is being harmed 

when the city destroys some guns. 

 

Nobody knows when the court will let us know how much longer this silly case will 

continue, but let’s hope it’s soon so we can redirect our attention and resources to more 

important issues. 

 

The Courts and Gun Safety Rulings 

When we win our case, we won’t be alone in having prevailed in court on gun safety cases. 

Everytown shared some other examples in a recent newsletter. Here are a few they included: 

 

 February 21, 2017 – In Kolbe v. Hogan, the 4th Circuit upheld Maryland’s assault 

weapons and large capacity magazine ban relying on the language of Justice Antonin 

Scalia in Heller to find that assault weapons and high capacity magazines are not 

protected under the Second Amendment because they are akin to M-16s, which are 

“weapons of war” that are “most useful in military service.” 

 

Last year we adopted a ban on the sale of weapons or magazines at the TCC that can hold 

10 or more rounds of ammunition. It appears at least one court ruling supports the notion 

that such weapons aren’t intended for use by the general public. 

 

 February 17, 2017 – In Wollschlaeger v. Florida, the 11th Circuit ruled unconstitutional 

under the First Amendment a 2011 Florida law forbidding doctors from making it 

standard practice to ask their patients about guns, record their answers, or engage in 

discussions about gun safety that could be perceived as harassing towards gun owning 

patients. 

 

I’ve written about this in the past. The feds would have it (and the state would join them) 

that physicians be forbidden from asking suicidal patients if they own weapons. The Florida 

Court sees the danger in such a prohibition. 

 

 December 14, 2016 – In Silvester v. Harris a unanimous panel of the 9th Circuit upheld 

California’s ten-day waiting period for firearm purchases as applied to those who 

already owned firearms and had passed a background check.  

 

We also have in place a requirement that all guns sold at the TCC must go through a 

background check. The 9th Circuit recognizes the legality of those checks, and of imposing a 

waiting period on the sale of weapons.  

 

 June 27, 2016 – In Voisine v. United States, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that people 

convicted of certain misdemeanor crimes of domestic violence with recklessness as a 

mens rea will continue to be prohibited from purchasing and possessing firearms.  

 

“Mens Rea” is a legal term that generally means ‘the mental motivation’ behind a crime. So 

the Court said if a person is motivated by domestic violence, that motivation constitutes a 

valid reason for prohibiting them from carrying a weapon. Ask the folks at Emerge! if 

Important 

Phone Numbers 
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they’d agree. The presence of a gun is a predictor of escalation in DV cases. 

 

The reason I’m sharing these cases is simply to make the point that our being in front of a 

court in defense of gun safety is not unique. The NRA and conservative state legislatures 

do this all over the country. There are plenty of examples of courts issuing rational 

decisions in support of ordinances like ours. I’m confident the Arizona Supreme Court 

will do the same. 

 

Hate Crimes Ordinance 

Under our current city ordinances, what you 

see in the photo would be a misdemeanor 

for tagging. With the addition of our local 

hate crime ordinance, it’ll be charged as a 

hate crime. 

 

The State of Arizona has a hate crimes 

statute. It covers felonies. Felony crime is 

the purview of the state. At the local level, 

we have the ability to identify misdemeanor 

crime and to attach penalties to those. Last 

week we took steps to do that for what will 

be our local hate crime ordinance.  

 

The Southern Poverty Law Center has been studying the trends of hate crimes since the 

turn of the century. There was a spike in the number of hate groups right after 9/11; 

afterward, the number trended downward. Now it’s back to the post-9/11 peak. That 

uptick began – not surprisingly – at about the same time the last election cycle kicked into 

gear. Nationally, they’ve identified 917 hate groups. Those include 130 Ku Klux Klan 

chapters, 99 Neo-Nazi chapters, 100 White Nationalist groups, 193 Black Separatist 

groups, 52 anti GLBT groups, over 100 anti-Muslim groups, and on and on. And it’s sad. 

 

Here’s a map from the SPLC website showing the 

groups that are active in Arizona -  

 

The green represent ‘general hate’ groups. The red is 

anti-Islamic. The orange is white nationalist. The blue 

with the triangle is anti-GLBT, and the orange with 

the red square is anti-immigrant. For a list of all the 

groups falling under those descriptions nationwide 

check out www.splcenter.org/hate-map. 

 

What’s also sad is that the number of groups likely 

understates the magnitude of the problem. We’ve seen 

mass shootings at a black church in South Carolina 

and at a gay nightclub in Florida – neither of which involved the work of an organized 

group, though both were crimes directed at people based on who they are or what they 

believe.  

 

http://www.splcenter.org/hate-map
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Tucson’s not in a bubble, exempt from this behavior. If you’ve read this newsletter much at 

all, you’ll know of my work with the Islamic Center of Tucson. It began a couple of years 

ago when their mosque was being pelted by whisky bottles, and their members were 

subjected to anti-Muslim slurs shouted from the student housing towers nearby. (Sidebar 

note: A group of UA students is right now passing a petition to get us to roll back our Red 

Tag Ordinance related to unruly gatherings – I’ll comment further if and when they decide 

to turn in their petitions.)  

 

In midtown, we’ve also had swastikas and anti-Semitic statements spray-painted on walls 

and reports of anti-gay bullying. I’ve spoken to Muslim women who have been harassed for 

wearing head coverings. None of those incidents rise to the level of a felony. But once we 

finalize the local ordinance, we’ll have the tools to impose harsher penalties than we would 

be able to otherwise. 

 

The proposal carries a penalty of not less than 10 days and not more than 180 days in jail 

upon a first conviction, plus fines ranging from $500 up to $2,500. Those penalties increase 

to a minimum of 40 days with a maximum of 6 months in jail plus fines of up to $2,500 for 

the third and subsequent convictions. Judges may not suspend the minimum jail sentence or 

fine that’s called out in the ordinance. 

 

Last week was the 75th Anniversary of a Presidential Executive Order that targeted Japanese 

Americans. Last week we saw an Executive Order targeting refugees. And last week we 

voted unanimously to move a local hate crime ordinance forward. As I told Vanessa 

Barchfield from Arizona Public Media, we’re sending a zero tolerance message on this 

stuff. 

 

Tucson – People, Politics and Culture 

Hate crime does not define Tucson. Nor does much of what we see coming from D.C. or 

Phoenix these days. I’m working with Debi Chess Mabie from the Arts Foundation for 

Tucson and Southern Arizona to pull together an event to give the widely defined ‘arts 

community’ a space to make statements affirming who we are and what we stand for. We’re 

calling artists of all sorts to respond to the title ‘Tucson – People, Politics and Culture.’ 

 

Last week, it was announced that the feds are considering severe cuts to the National 

Endowment for the Arts. When I read that, I felt we should respond with an arts-centric 

event giving us an opportunity to express our community through the media that’s 

potentially being defunded. The F-35 costs over $400B. 

 

The photo above is from a Los 

Angeles event held last week in which 

one of the LA City Council members 

presented a resolution recognizing a 

‘Scenic Arts Day in Los Angeles.’ It’s 

being hosted at their City Hall, and the 

event spotlights a variety of scenic 

backdrops from all over the country. 

The event Debi and I are pulling off 

will be local in flavor, and it will be 
Photo by Greg Doherty 
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hosted at the Ward 6 office complex. 

 

We don’t want to over-program or plan this. The intent is to let it evolve organically. 

These are artists we’re dealing with – creativity, not programmed to fit a mold. We are 

inviting you to be a part of this if you paint, draw, do poetry, make short films or plays, 

sing, dance – whatever falls under the umbrella of the arts is fair game. As the feedback 

grows, we’ll adjust the use of the Ward 6 office to accommodate the event. Hang your 

photo. Sing your song. Show your film or play. Recite your poetry. Do whatever fits the 

‘Tucson – People, Politics and Culture’ theme. This isn’t going to be juried – no winners, 

just creators. And it’s not an event in which to sell your product. Just present it. 

 

The event will take place on Saturday, March 25th starting at 10:00 AM. It will end when it 

ends, depending on the response. We’ll put together a real rough schedule so if you’re 

doing a skit, you’ll generally know when your group will present. Same for a short film, 

singing, or whatever other performance art might be included. If you have paintings, 

photos, or other more static art, that can stay up throughout the day. If you’d like to come 

and be a part of this, please email me or the Arts Foundation. They’re putting together a 

call to artists that’ll go out later this week. My email address is 

Steve.Kozachik@tucsonaz.gov. You can find the Arts Foundation at 

info@artsfoundtucson.org. We’ll need to cut off entries by March 18th so we can finalize 

the use of the spaces and times. 

 

The event will be a statement from the arts community to the wider community. The 

statement is one of who we are, expressed in any arts-related media that people wish to 

use. It’s not just for ‘professional’ artists. If you sing in the shower or write poems while 

doodling to express how you feel about the community, culture, or politics, you’re invited 

to take part. 

 

Let us know soon so we can start to pull the details together. Debi and I are pretty jazzed 

about this – we hope you are, too. 

 

Trinity Presbyterian Church – Mixed Use Project 

The Trinity Presbyterian Church is located at the southeast corner of 4th Avenue and 

University Boulevard. It’s a mixture of buildings, some of which are designated as historic, 

others not so much. Together, they make up the Trinity campus.  

 

For several years, the church has been 

sorting out internal financial issues. In 

order to ensure their long term fiscal 

health, they need to sell off some of their 

property. To their great credit, they’ve 

been sensitive to what uses would come 

into the area and so didn’t simply sell to 

the first private sector developer who 

offered a six-figure check. 

 

Last week, we voted to move a 

development plan forward into the Photo by Ron Medvescek/Arizona Daily Star 

mailto:Steve.Kozachik@tucsonaz.gov
mailto:info@artsfoundtucson.org
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design phase. The developer is R+R Develop. For the past four years they’ve been working 

with the church, 4th Avenue merchants, and West University neighbors to pull together a 

development plan that achieves several things: 

 

1) Keeps the church financially solvent 

2) Provides a fair ROI for R+R 

3) Preserves the historic buildings on the property 

4) Shows sensitivity to issues of massing and scale 

5) Takes into account what are the pretty universal concerns of neighborhoods when they 

see new large developments coming – parking, traffic, types of uses allowed – those 

sorts of quality of life things. 

 

The project was more complex than normal. That street corner is in the heart of the WUNA 

historic preservation zone (HPZ), which places certain restrictions on the scale of new 

buildings. R+R could “build to suit” within the allowed zoning, but the resulting project 

wouldn’t have met any of the five criteria listed above except making them money. Instead, 

we were asked to carve out the corner from the HPZ to allow for a less intensive use while 

still finding a way to keep the historic protections that exist with the HPZ guidelines. 

 

I say often that development in Ward 6 always comes with a built-in tension. The UA is 

growing. It’s surrounded by well-established historic neighborhoods. People have made 

investments that deserve to be respected. Finding a balance is a chore every single time we 

do one of these. 

 

Some of the outcomes: after four years, R+R will now be allowed to enter the design phase 

of the project. But over those four years, they’ve made certain commitments to the 

surrounding stakeholders related to what they’re going to build. I was able to get some 

clarifications on those commitments into the zoning conditions, such as not allowing any 

structured parking as a part of the project; being sensitive to both the scale and historic 

nature of the adjacent properties; and scaling the project so it does not overwhelm the site. 

There will now be a very public process around the design of the project with those sorts of 

protective conditions included. 

 

From a strictly procedural standpoint, I’ve got two concerns. One is that we were yet again 

being asked to approve zoning for a project without the benefit of seeing many of the design 

elements. I continue to support some sort of optional process in which a developer may 

elect to do both the zoning and the design phases of the work in relative tandem with one 

another. I think all parties would benefit on certain large or controversial projects. 

 

In addition, this is the first time we’ve been asked to pull an area out of an HPZ. I asked that 

we open a dialogue with staff and stakeholders to address how we might tweak our HPZ 

guidelines to allow more flexibility, possibly in exchange for commitments to design 

criteria that preserve the character of the surrounding area. I know those of us who 

understood the optics of carving out an area from an HPZ want to take a new look at the 

procedural guidelines we have in place. That’s going to happen as a result of our vote last 

Wednesday night. 

 

Many thanks are due to all of the people who took part in the long and sometimes 
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contentious process that got us to this result. Now it’s on to design. There will be 

opportunities for public input as that phase develops. 

 

More Historic Preservation 

Got any old family photos lying around that 

you’d like to not lose? How about that love 

letter your grandpa wrote to your grandma back 

in the early 1900s? The UA Library, in 

collaboration with the Special Collections 

section of their operation, is offering you a 

chance to preserve those old documents. 

 

Jane Prescott-Smith is pulling together a one-

day opportunity for people to come in and have 

their memories preserved. They’re calling it 

“Community Digitization Day” at the library. 

You can bring up to 10 

pieces of material, with 

size restrictions, have 

them digitized for free, 

and learn how to 

preserve them on your 

own afterward. The 

date, time, and location 

are all shown on the 

flyer. You must 

register in advance by 

calling 626-8332.  

 

Parking will be 

available at the Cherry 

Street garage, right 

next to McKale Center. 

Special Collections is 

right across the street 

by the Library. 
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The folks at the Library love bringing the community onto campus. This is one great 

opportunity to see their collections and renew some of your own. 

 

Broadway – More Historic Preservation Possibilities 

The Broadway widening project is making its way toward 60% construction documents. On 

Thursday, March 9th, the project team will host a public open house where you’ll be able to 

see the design and ask questions about the progress, real estate and right-of-way issues, and 

scheduling. If you’d like to get an advance look at the design, you can find that at 

broadwayboulevard.info/news-events. 

 

By way of reminder, our last vote on this at the M&C was to enlist Rio Nuevo into our 

process. Once the city 

has purchased buildings 

along the corridor, Rio 

will have the option to 

go in and buy them for 

the purpose of adaptive 

reuse. We also just put 

guidelines into place 

that’ll make the reuse of 

older buildings easier to 

achieve. The open house 

on the 9th will give you a 

chance to see where the 

project team is in terms 

of finalizing the design 

and acquiring properties 

that may eventually be 

offered up to the Rio 

Board. 

 

Big Boy Toys, Big Time Crime 

You may notice two things in that photo. One is that the guy is drag racing on a track 

specifically set up for that purpose. There, it’s legal, encouraged, and sanctioned. You’ll 

also notice his 

license plate – “Mr. 

Nuts.” That’s what 

he is if he decides to 

run his car on a city 

street, placing other 

drivers’ lives at 

risk. It’s that 

behavior we 

addressed last week 

by increasing 

penalties for street 

racing in Tucson. 

Oh, and when you 

http://broadwayboulevard.info/news-events
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misjudge and hit another car while you’re running at 120 mph, the result might look 

something like this: 

Or this: 

Yes, they were both fatalities. 

 

Based on the ordinance that’s now being placed into final form, if we catch you drag 

racing anywhere in the city, we will charge you with a Class 1 misdemeanor. We will also 

impound your car until you stand before a judge to get it released, and until you pay all 

the fines and impound and towing fees associated with getting the car to the yard.  

 

It seems a rather large sub-culture has sprouted up in which dozens of drivers and on-

lookers meet through social media and all congregate at a race site. They’re all over town. 

This map shows some of the ones we’re aware of: 

 



P A G E  1 1  

Tucson’s Birthday 

As you’d imagine, Saturday nights after 10:00 pm is when the racing generally begins. In 

the past few years, we’ve issued 622 citations for racing. Now each of those will also be an 

impoundment. 

 

The people who participate in this activity have an uncommonly ‘personal relationship’ 

with their vehicles. They name them, and they describe them in very personal terms. Losing 

their vehicular partner to an impound lot will hopefully send the message that this isn’t 

something we’re going to tolerate. People are losing their lives over the activities. 

 

Tucson Raceway Park is located at 12500 S. Houghton Road. The phone number is 762-

9200. If you’re inclined to get into drag racing, call the raceway, book some time there, pay 

the fees, and use their facility. Those fees will be a whole lot less than the impound fees and 

other fines now associated with drag racing on city streets. And the whole affair won’t be 

putting the general public at risk. 

 

New UA Athletics Director 

Over the weekend, UA President Hart offered 

the newly-vacant Athletics Director (AD) job at 

the UA to Dave Heeke (Hee-kee) from Central 

Michigan University. She was advised by 

former AD Ced Dempsey and former Senior 

Associate AD Rocky LaRose. His appointment 

is subject to confirmation by ABOR. 

 

Dave is a Michigan native. He spent 18 years in 
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the Oregon athletics department before being hired to run the CMU sports program. He 

was there for 11 years, twice being recognized with top school honors in ‘academics, 

athletics and citizenship.’ Also during his tenure at CMU, their athletics department was 

tops in the Mid-America Conference, three times in men’s sports and four times as runner

-up on the women’s side. His football program was bowl eligible in eight of the eleven 

seasons he was there, and the basketball program won four division championships, with 

one overall title. He’ll be swimming in a bigger pond here at Arizona. 

 

College sports are of course about the competition, but if you’re going to be a successful 

AD, you need to also shine at academics and at fund-raising. Dave’s CMU department 

had an 81% graduation success rate, and the cumulative student-athlete GPA was above 

3.0 for all 11 years he was there. On the fund raising side, he coordinated a successful 

$22M upgrade to their basketball arena, a $6M upgrade to their lacrosse and soccer 

stadium, and a $10M baseball renovation. 

 

I began working for the UA athletics department in 1988 under Ced Dempsey. Then came 

Jim Livengood for somewhere between 15 and 20 years, and Greg Byrne for the last six. 

Some things have really evolved in college sports during my tenure. Our budget has 

tripled, the facilities are significantly more impressive, and our economic impact on the 

surrounding community is unquestionable. What hasn’t changed is the importance we 

place in the academic success of the kids, and helping to prepare them to be community 

leaders in whatever field they choose. Most do not go into a sports-related career. 

 

I look forward to working with Dave as he transitions from the cold country back to the 

Pac-12. Based on his resume, it appears the selection committee did its homework well. 

 

 

 

 

This sharp-looking lady is this week’s 

Local Tucson item. 

 

She’s the poster child for the upcoming 

Cold Wet Noses fund raiser the Aveda 

Institute will host, with proceeds going to 

this foster-based rescue group. They’re 

currently housing over 70 dogs, many of 

which are in need of veterinary care.  

 

The Aveda Institute is located in Main 

Gate Square – second week in a row for 

Main Gate to be featured as the Local 

Tucson item. It’s a cosmetology center 

that offers training in the whole range of 

skin and hair care options. On the 9th, all 

of their services will be available 

(haircuts, manicures, pedicures, facials, 

etc.) with the payment for the services 
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being donated to Tucson Cold Wet Noses. You can also bring donations such as dog food, 

leashes, toys, or blankets. 

 

Aveda is located at 845 N Park Ave, right next to Paradise Bakery. They’ll have some 

adoption-ready dogs on hand during the event. Sadly, I don’t think the pretty lady shown in 

the graphic will make an appearance, though. 

 

Tucson Residents for Responsive Government 

Also fair game for inclusion as a Local Tucson item, TRRG is hosting two important 

meetings in the next several weeks, both here in the Ward 6 Community Room. 

 

Coming this Wednesday, March 1st, they’re hosting a discussion of our Open Meetings 

Law. The training forum will run from 4:00 pm until about 6:00 pm. It’s largely in response 

to varying directives that have been given to Boards, Committees, and Commissions, as 

well as to what I believed were incorrect direction given to the Broadway Citizen’s Task 

Force. Come on Wednesday and take part if you’re involved in any of these types of groups 

so you know what is legal and what isn’t when it comes to conferring with your colleagues. 

The presenter will be Danee Garone, a staff attorney who works with the Arizona 

Ombudsman Office. 

 

Then, on Saturday, April 29th, they’ll hold the TRRG annual meeting. It’ll run from noon 

until 3:30 pm, also in the Ward 6 Community Room. This is their membership meeting, but 

everybody is invited to come and learn what the group is about. You can also find that on 

their website, tucsontrrg.org. I care about this group and help to promote it because I 

support its mission and goals – transparency, accountability, integrity, collaboration, and 

sensitivity to quality of life. Also because I’m a member. 

 

City High Cooperation Unconference 

Above, I introduced the “Tucson – People, Politics and Culture” event coming on March 

25th. It’s going to be an evolving event intended to allow expression of people’s vision and 

voices for how the arts community should respond to the events of the day. City High is 

sponsoring an event that will track a similar theme, but isn’t using the creative class in the 

community to deliver on the message. It’s inviting you, regardless of whether or not you 

paint or sing. 

 

The event will be broken into a morning and afternoon session. During the morning, they’ll 

host workshops targeting specific topics. For example, Steve Farley, Victoria Steele, and 

Ralph Atchue will serve on a panel discussing running for office. Mari Herrera from the 

Tucson Weekly will be the highlight on a panel related to journalism and public 

engagement. And there will be others. That portion starts at 9:00 am on Saturday, March 4th.  

 

In the afternoon, they’ll have a series of break-out sessions. The topics for those will be 

decided by the participants in the morning. Those will begin at 1:00 pm and run until 3:00 

pm. I’ll be participating in one of those – topic TBD.  

 

City High is located downtown at 47 E Pennington. This flyer has the information you’ll 

need if you’d like to pre-register for one of the morning panel discussions. Or, just show up 

and take your pick depending on how you feel at the time. They do have some space 

https://tucsontrrg.org
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constraints, though, so keep that in mind. 

 

It’s an ‘unconference’ – flexibility is built into the model. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Steve Kozachik 

Council Member, Ward 6 

Ward6@tucsonaz.gov 

mailto:Ward6@tucsonaz.gov
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Tucson’s Birthday 

Events and Entertainment 
 

9th Annual Tucson Festival of Books 

Saturday, March 11 – Sunday, March 12, 2017 | 9:30 am – 5:30 pm 

The two-day Tucson Festival of Books is a regional literary celebration hosted on the 

University of Arizona Mall. More than 350 authors of all genres participate in presentations, 

panel discussions, and workshops attracting diverse audiences. There is special 

programming for children and teens, panels by best-selling and emerging authors, a literary 

circus, culturally diverse programs, a poetry venue, exhibitor booths and food courts. 

Parking at the University of Arizona is complimentary during festival weekend. Use of 

public transportation is strongly encouraged. Both the Sun Tran bus system and the Sun 

Link streetcar provide convenient alternatives to parking at the University of Arizona. 

tucsonfestivalofbooks.org    

 

VITA Tax Prep 

Through April 15, 2017 | Locations around the city | www.unitedwaytucson.org/vita  

The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program through United Way of Tucson and 

Southern Arizona provides free, quality tax preparation from IRS-certified preparers to 

individuals and families earning up to $64,000 annually. United Way of Tucson and 

Southern Arizona’s VITA program helps taxpayers access all tax credits for which they are 

eligible. Learn more and choose an option that works best for you at 

www.unitedwaytucson.org/vita.  

 

Ongoing... 
 

Arizona State Museum, 1013 E University Blvd | www.statemuseum.arizona.edu 

"Snaketown: Hohokam Defined" Exhibit, through July 1, 2017 

 

Arizona Theater Company, 330 S Scott Ave | www.arizonatheatre.org 

“Ring of Fire: The Music of Johnny Cash,” March 4, 2017 – March 25, 2017  

 

The Rogue Theatre, The Historic Y, 300 E University Blvd | www.theroguetheatre.org 

 

Tucson Museum of Art, 140 N Main Ave | www.TucsonMusuemofArt.org 

“Body Language: Figuration in Modern and Contemporary Art,” February 25, 2017 – July 

9, 2017  

 

Tucson Convention Center, 260 S Church St | tucsonconventioncenter.com  

 

Meet Me at Maynards, 311 E Congress St | www.MeetMeatMaynards.com 

A social walk/run through the Downtown area. Every Monday, rain or shine, holidays too! 

Check-in begins at 5:15pm. 

 

Mission Garden, 929 W Mission Ln | www.tucsonbirthplace.org  

A living agricultural museum and ethnobotanical garden at the site of Tucson's Birthplace 

(the foot of "A-Mountain"). For guided tours call 520-777-9270. 

 

http://tucsonfestivalofbooks.org/
http://www.unitedwaytucson.org/vita
http://www.unitedwaytucson.org/vita
http://www.statemuseum.arizona.edu
http://www.arizonatheatre.org/
http://www.theroguetheatre.org
http://www.TucsonMusuemofArt.org
http://tucsonconventioncenter.com/event-calendar/
file:///C:/Users/mthrash1/AppData/Local/Temp/XPgrpwise/www.MeetMeatMaynards.com
http://www.tucsonbirthplace.org
tel:5207779270
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Children's Museum Tucson, 200 S 6th Ave | www.childernsmuseumtucson.org 

 

Tucson Botanical Gardens, 2150 N Alvernon Way | www.tucsonbotanical.org 

“Frida Kahlo: Art, Garden, Life” Exhibit, October 10, 2016 – May 31, 2017 

 

Southern Arizona Transportation Museum, 414 N Toole Ave | 

www.tucsonhistoricdepot.org  

 

UA Mineral Museum, 1601 E University Blvd | www.uamineralmuseum.org 

 

Jewish History Museum, 564 S Stone Ave | www.jewishhistorymuseum.org 

 

Fox Theatre, 17 W Congress St | www.FoxTucsonTheatre.org 

 

Hotel Congress, 311 E Congress St | hotelcongress.com 

 

Loft Cinema, 3233 E Speedway Blvd | www.loftcinema.com 
 

Rialto Theatre, 318 E Congress St | www.rialtotheatre.com 

 

http://www.childernsmuseumtucson.org
http://www.tucsonbotanical.org
http://www.tucsonhistoricdepot.org
http://www.uamineralmuseum.org
http://www.jewishhistorymuseum.org
http://www.FoxTucsonTheatre.org
http://hotelcongress.com
http://www.loftcinema.com
http://www.rialtotheatre.com/

